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Christmas  Day  Fire 
Inflames  Smoldering 
Controversy 


by  Wade  Hudson  with  Frank  Zwirlein 

A spectacular  five-alarm  fire  at 
the  Sequoia  Hotel  destroyed  28 
rooms  and  left  92  Tenderloin 
residents  homeless  Christmas  night 
But  the  fire  did  not  cool  a  bitter  conflict 
between  the  hotel's  principal  owner. 
Adam  Sparks,  and  many  of  his 
tenants,  some  of  whom  hold  him 
responsible  for  the  fire  because  he  had 
not  upgraded  the  building's  electrical 
system. 

Months  prior  to  the  fire  many 
Sequoia  residents  had  organized  a 
tenants  association  to  oppose  what 
they  charge  was  an  effort  by  Sparks  to 
get  rid  of  long-term,  low-paying 
tenants  in  order  to  rent  the  rooms  to 
tourists  and  other  higher-income  ten- 
ants. 

At  the  time  of  the  fire,  about  one- 
third  of  the  Sequoia's  tenants  were 
trying  less  than  $200  per  month.  In, 
mid  December,  when  the  Times  in- 
quired about  rates,  a  clerk  quoted  a 
price  of  $110  per  week.  No  monthly 
rate  was  given. 

Five  days  after  the  fire.  Sparks 
called  the  city's  public  works  depart- 
ment to  see  if  he  could  re-open  as  a 
tourist  hotel.  "He  was  told  the  answer 
is  no."  said  Assistant  Superintendent 


Bernie  Cummings.  because  a  1980  law 
restricts  the  conversion  of  residential 
hotels  to  tourist  use 

Shortly  after  the  fire,  about  twenty 
tenants  met  to  discuss  whether  they  can 
collect  compensation  for  the  personal 
damages  they  have  suffered,  and  how 
to  manage  to  move  back  in  when  the 
hotel  re-opens. 

Sparks,  demonstrating  great  anger 
at  the  more  vocal  tenants  as  they 
waited  to  reclaim  their  belongings  the 
day  after  the  fire,  charged  that  the  fire 
may  have  been  caused  by  tenants  over- 
ling his  wiring.  He  said  the  building 
will  be  closed  for  about  one  year  while 
repairs  are  being  made. 

During  the  four  days  prior  to  the 
fire.  PG&E  crews  visited  the  hotel 
three  times  to  repair  blown-out  fuses, 
which  could  have  been  caused  by  any 
number  of  problems  including  faulty 
wiring  or  tenants  using  too  many 
appliances,  duuiilmy  to  PGkL 
spokesperson  Ron  Talbott  Each  room 
at  the  Sequoia  had  only  one  electrical 
outlet. 

City  building  inspector  Don  Chan 
however  said  there  were  no  electrical 
hazards  at  the  building. 

At  presstime  fire  department  in- 
vestigators had  ruled  out  the  possi- 

continued  on  page  6 


Homeless  Remembered 


Street  poet  Ezekiel  Ward  spoke  at  a 
month,  telling  mourners,  "Everyone 


photo:  Sara  Colm 

memorial  service  for  the  homeless  last 
should  have  food  and  shelter  " 


Eddy  St.Tenants  Protest  Evictions 


Tenants  and  their  supporters  picketed  last  month  in  front  of  355  Eddy  Street  to  protest  the  threatened  eviction  for  over- 
crowding of  Southeast  Asian  families  there.  Above,  Dean  Leng  of  the  Cambodian  Community  Center  addresses  the  crowd. 
See  story,  page  5  photo:  Greg  Gaar 


Vigil  Mourns 
16  Deaths  on 
the  Streets 

by  Dennis  Conkin  and  Rob  Waters 

Jack  Faulkner  never  made  it  to  a 
shelter.  Or  if  he  did.  he  may  have 
been  one  of  the  60  or  more  home 
less  people  turned  away  most  nights 
for  lack  of  space.  When  his  lifeless 
body  was  found  curled  in  a  tattered, 
orange  sleeping  bag  on  the  morning  of 
December  11.  in  the  parking  lot  across 
the  street  from  St.  Anthony's  Dining 
Room.  Faulkner.  44.  had  been  dead  for 
so  long  rigor  mortis  had  set  in. 

Pneumonia  was  judged  to  be  the 
preliminary  cause  of  death  by  the 
coroner's  office,  though  final  autopsy 
results  were  not  available  at  Times 
presstime.  In  any  case,  Faulkner  was 
one  of  at  least  16  homeless  people  who 
died  sleeping  on  the  streets  of  San 
Francisco  during  1985.  a  Times  review 
of  city  coroner  records  reveals. 

A  memorial  service  for  Faulkner  and 
the  15  other  homeless  people  who  died 
was  held  in  the  Tenderloin's  Boedde- 
ker  Park  two  days  before  Christmas 
The  service,  led  by  a  group  of  eight 
Christian.  Jewish  and  Buddhist  clergy, 
was  a  way  of  "remembering  those  who 
died  on  the  streets  and  resolving  that 
there  shall  be  no  more."  said  the  Rev 
Glenda  Hope,  as  she  opened  the 
ceremony. 

"The  God  of  Love  calls  us  to  work 
toward  that  time  when  everyone  has 

continued  on  page  3 
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ask  the  people 


What  is  your  attitude 
about  the  New  Year? 


by  Wade  Hudson 


Tim  Burns 

Well,  1  hope  it  will  be 
better  than  the  last 
one.  I  hope  I'll  be  able 
to  find  a  job  very 
soon  But  I'm  not  sure 
if  1  can.  I'm  looking 
hard 


Dorothy  Brace 

It's  going  to  be  a 
better  and  happier 
year  as  long  as  I  can 
volunteer  my  services 
for  seniors  all  around. 
We  don't  have  long 
for  this  world  so  we'll 
make  it  happy  while 
we  can 


Alex  Beavers 

It  sucks  I  hope  it' 
better  than  last  But 
the  way  it's  going 
with  Reagan  in  there, 
no  way  I'm  a  Viet 
Nam  vet  and  look  R 
me  now.  I'm  carrying 
my  house  on  my  back.  | 


Sareth  Tath 

I  think  it  will  be  the 
same,  no  change  Be- 
cause every  year 
seems  to  be  the  same 
This  year,  a  lot  of 
people  are  out  of 
work 


Irene  Sands 

Let's  hope  it's  better 
than  last  year.  At 
least  I  don't  have  to 
be  carried  down  five 
flights  like  I  did  in 
Kaussen's  place. 
There's  a  family  feel- 
ing here. 


Nancy  Ong 

Well.  I  don't  think 
much  about  it.  but  I'm 
going  to  have  a  lot  of 
fun  in  school  and 
working  for  changes 
in  the  city,  like  work- 
ing on  a  book  about 
Tenderloin  children 


Robert  Caldera 

Hopeful  for  a  better 
year.  1  guess  Em- 
ployment's picking 
up.  and  there's  just  a 
belter  feeling  about 
the  future  with  people 
in  general. 


-HEART  OF  THE  CITY- 

FARMERS! 
MARKET 


UNITED  NATIONS  PLAZA 

near  the  Civic  Center 

WEDNESDAYS,  11  am -6pm 
SUNDAYS,  8am "2pm 


Food  Stamps  Accepted 


For  More  Info  Call  885-200 
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letters 


Editor. 

Let's  get  it  straight,  folks.  If  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  passes  a  resolution  declaring 
San  Francisco  a  city  of  sanctuary  (which 
they  did  last  month  — Ed  ),  it  is  not  they 
who  would  be  breaking  the  law  The  real 
law  breakers  in  this  refugee  controversy 
are  the  I  N  S  (Immigration  and  Naturali- 
zation Service  — Ed  )  and  the  Reagan 
Administration. 

The  U.S.  Refugee  Act  of  1980  clearly 
states  thai  anyone  demonstrating  "a  well- 
founded  fear  of  persecution  on  account  of 
race,  religion,  nationality,  membership  in  a 
social  group,  or  political  opinion  .  may  not 
be  deported  back  to  the  place  of 
persecution.-'  That  is  the  law  that  is  con- 
sistently being  violated  as  Reagan  and  Co 
send  back  about  98  percent  of  all 
Salvadoran  and  Guatemalan  refugees  they 
round  up  Salvadoran  Archbishop  Rivera  y 
Damas  estimates  that  one-third  of  these 
deportees  face  death,  torture,  or  imprison- 
ment upon  their  return  to  El  Salvador. 

And  let's  not  forget  that  it  is  Reagan 
Administration  policies  that  are  respon- 
sible for  the  influx  of  refugees  from 
Guatemala  and  El  Salvador  Five  years  of 
the  Reagan  Administration  has  meant  an 
enormous  escalation  of  military  aggression 
against  the  peasants  of  Central  America 
Strategic  hamlets,  free-fire  zones  and 
scorched  earth  bombings  are  images  we 
associate  with  the  U  S  debacle  in  Vietnam. 
These  images  are  now  the  living  reality  for 
the  people  of  El  Salvador  and  Guatemala 
That's  precisely  why  they  are  coming  here. 

Editor. 

Your  newspaper  could  do  the  Tenderloin 
a  service  (instead  of  asking  people  how 
ihey  like  pigeons)  by  printing  that  it  is  in 
fact  illegal  and  people  may  be  fined  for 
feeding  pigeons  outside  their  windows  in 
apartment  buildings  We  do  not  enjoy 
having  pigeon  defecation  all  over 

Anonymous 


Readers  are  encouraged  to  send 
letters  to  Editor,  Tenderloin 
Times,  25  Taylor,  S.F.,  CA.  94102 
by  the  20th  of  each  month.  Letters 
should  be  signed  and  may  be 
edited  by  the  Times. 


house  log 


State: 


Zip: 


by  Robert  Tobin 

At  Hospitality  House,  the  New 
Year's   arrival   brings  special 
appreciation  of  past  experience 
and  future  opportunity 

For  almost  nineteen  years,  the 
House  has  sought  to  promote  personal 
development,  cultural  enrichment  and 
neighborhood  improvement  in  the 
Central  City.  This  New  Year  brings 
new  staff  and  new  programs  which 
create  new  possibilities  for  response  to 
the  people  and  problems  of  our 
community. 

We  are  excited  by  the  opportunity  to 
initiate  medical  services  for  homeless 
adults  within  our  Drop-In  Center/ 
Night  Shelter  Program.  We  look 
forward  to  extending  our  community 
Arts  Program  to  the  neighborhood's 
Cambodian  population.  We  anticipate 
the  development  of  a  Self-Help 
Program  that  will  enable  us  to  address 
the  causes  as  well  as  consequences  of 
mental  health  problems  among  local 
residents.  Post-employment  support 
groups  will  enhance  the  result  of  our 
job  placement  effort,  and  structured 
independent  living  situations  will 
increase  support  for  young  adults 
during  this  important  transition. 

These  plans  do  not  represent 
changes  in  program  focus  or  direction; 
they  solidify  and  extend  concepts 
which  have  withstood  the  test  of  actual 
experience  Implementation  of  these 
plans  will  reply  on  the  methods 
responsible  for  the  success  of  our 
current  programs:  complete  communi- 
cation, conscious  coordination  and 
close  cooperation  with  those  com- 
mitted to  common  goals. 

We  are  grateful  to  all  those  who 
have  made  these  opportunities  pos- 
sible, and  will  continue  to  seek  the 
community's  guidance  and  support  for 
these  efforts. 


Editor, 

Each  weekday  morning  near  dawn,  as  I 
ascend  Jones  from  Market,  they  begin  to 
emerge  from  dank  doorways  under  shreds 
of  yesterday's  papers  — sometimes  two  or 
three  at  a  time  Hanging  together  lest  they 
all  hang  separately,  they  wipe  their  eyes 
and  slowly  shuffle,  stumble  or  limp  their 
way  into  the  semblance  of  a  queue  Some 
smoke  in  silence,  or  rant  on  in  their 
solitude.  The  more  industrious  have  found 
work':  they  know  how  to  jam  the  street 
meters,  then  unjam  them  with  a  stick  or  a 
kick,  thereby  earning  a  handful  of  parking 
change  from  a  grateful  albeit  perplexed 
motorist. 

Now  coming  my  way  is  your  basic  well- 
groomed  squeaky-neat  pillar  of  the  up- 
wardly mobile  blind  dream  He  is  walking 
tall  today,  feet  on  the  ground,  firm  hand- 
shake for  all.  square  shooter,  eye  on  the 
ball.  Even  his  briefcase  is  smiling.  I 
probably  went  to  high  school  with  this  guy 
But  as  he  tries  in  vain  to  sidestep  the 
squalor  something  strange  happens,  the 
gait  falters,  the  shoulders  slink,  the  eyes 
drop  down  He  trips  over  a  leg,  drops  his 
briefcase  and  recovers  with  all  the  grace 
and  charm  of  a  lone  rhino  He  will  not  meet 
the  glassy  gaze  of  that  ranting  Indian  he 
has  awakened  He  is  not  smiling  now  He 
quickens  his  pace  He  does  not  know  these 
people. 

1  think  I  know  how  he  feels  Americans 
have  a  good  head  for  figures;  we  know  all 
the  stats  about  how  many  blind,  disabled, 
disfigured,  homeless  crazies  are  wander- 
ing our  City's  streets  We've  got  the 
numbers,  the  charts;  we  know  about  the 
cutbacks,  we  add  up  the  pluses  and 
minuses  of  this  and  that  and  draw  our  own 
conclusions,  for  good  or  nought  But  in  our 
hearts,  we  still  can't  make  it  mean 
anything  We  do  not  know  these  people 
Growing  up  as  I  did.  in  the  lap  of  Daly  City 
luxury.  I  certainly  did  not  know  any  of 
them. 

One  morning  I  offered  to  buy  one  of 
these  men  a  cup  of  coffee  in  the  diner 
around  the  corner  I  wanted  to  know  why 
And  how  What  happened  to  him.  all  down 
the  line.  I  remember  his  every  word.  In 
thirty  years'  time  these  words  will  ring 
fresher  in  my  mind,  I  am  sure,  than  did  my 
college  valedictorian  speech  three  hours 
later  The  details  for  now  can  wait,  but  this 
man  was  at  one  time,  and  recently,  a 
college  professor.  He  does  not  drink  or 
smoke. 

Doug  Hamblin 
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Vigil  Mourns 
Deaths  on  the 
Streets 

continued  from  page  1 

shelter,  clothing,  food,  work  and  love 
in  plenty."  said  Hope,  a  Presbyterian 
minister  who  heads  the  Tenderloin- 
based  San  Francisco  Network  Mini- 
stries. 

"May  the  suffering  ones  be  suffer 
free  and  the  fear-struck  fearless  be. 
May  the  Buddha  bless  the  spirit  of  the 
homeless  who  have  died  in  the  cold," 
chanted  Vietnamese  Buddhist  monk 
Thich  Tu  Luc  in  Vietnamese  and  in 
English. 

"This  will  be  no  more.  We  are  tired 
of  people  going  without.  Everyone 
should  have  food  and  shelter."  said 
Tenderloin  street  poet  Ezekiel  L.J. 
Ward,  himself  homeless,  as  partici- 
pants planted  azaleas  in  memory  of 
those  who  died. 

At  a  press  conference  held  in  the 
park  immediately  following  the  ser- 
vice, the  Central  City  Shelter  Network 
(CCSN)  issued  a  report  prepared  by 
CCSN  and  The  Tenderloin  Times. 

The  report.  "The  Homeless  In  San 
Francisco— A  Status  Report,"  called 
the  medical  situation  of  the  homeless 
"a  public  health  crisis"  and  "a  state  of 
emergency"  and  revealed  that: 

•  At  least  16  homeless  people  died 
on  San  Francisco  streets  in  1985  due  to 
a  variety  of  different  illnesses  related 
to  street  life.  The  causes  of  death 
ranged  from  hypothermia  to  pneu- 
monia to  heart  and  liver  ailments. 

•  City-funded  shelters  are  overflow- 
ing and  turning  people  away  on  a 


nightly  basis.  An  average  of  60  to  80 
people  per  night  have  been  turned 
away  from  the  city's  four  primary 
shelters  in  recent  months. 

•  Plans  are  underway  for  the  April 
1986  closure  of  Central  Emergency 
Clinic  at  50  Ivy  Street,  a  city  clinic 
which  provides  primary  health  care  to 
the  homeless  and  other  low-income 
people. 

•  In  addition  to  those  that  died, 
health  experts  say  that  the  generally 
poor  health  and  limited  access  to 
medical  care  on  the  part  of  homeless 
people  cause  numerous  hospitaliza- 
tions and  countless  untreated  illnesses 
among  those  who  are  unsheltered. 

"The  Setting  for  Death" 

Dr  David  Werdegar,  director  of  the 
San  Francisco  Department  of  Public 
Health  says  that  homelessness  itself  is 
a  contributing  cause  in  the  deaths  of 
the  16  homeless  people.  "Homeless- 
ness is  the  setting  for  death.  They  get 
colds,  they  get  pneumonia,  and  they 
die,"  Werdegar  told  The  Times. 

"These  people  have  problems  all 
year  long  and  they  get  high  visibility  in 
cold  weather,  as  we  sit  in  our  warm 
offices  or  living  rooms  thinking  about 
them."  said  Sister  Mary  Berchmans,  a 
registered  nurse  at  the  St.  Anthony 
Clinic. 

"The  things  that  come  with  winter 
are  all  the  respiratory  problems," 
Berchmans  continued.  "A  simple  cold 
progresses  to  bronchitis  or  pneumonia 
because  they  are  on  the  streets.  There 
are  also  circulatory  problems.  The  cold 
creates  frostbite  and  hypothermia 
We've  had  people  come  through  St. 
Anthony  Clinic  who  have  had  amputa- 
tions due  to  frostbite." 

According  to  Dr.  Daniel  Wlodar- 


FATHER  ALFRED'S  CHRISTMAS 


Father  Alfred  Boeddeker  lit  the  Christmas  tree  in  the  park  that  bears  his  name 
last  month  to  kick  off  the  Tenderloin  Festival  of  Lights.  The  tree-lighting  was 
preceded  by  musical,  dance  and  choral  performances.  As  part  of  the  festival, 
Santa  distributed  toys  to  tots,  courtesy  of  the  Police  Department  and  the 
Concerned  Businesspeople  of  the  Tenderloin,  and  the  North  of  Market  Senior 
Organization  held  a  bingo  to  raise  money  for  gifts  for  elderly  shut-ins  and 
hospital  patients.  photo:  Greg  Gaar 


Central  Emergency  Clinic 
Slated  for  Closure 


Central  Emergency  Aid  Station, 
a  24-hour  emergency  clinic 
used  extensively  by  homeless 
people,  is  slated  to  be  closed  at  the  end 
of  June.  1986,  under  plans  of  San 
Francisco  Public  Health  Director  Dr. 
David  Werdegar  The  clinic  provides 
basic  non-crisis  care  for  free  on  a  drop- 
in  basis. 

"I'm  recommending  it  partly  for 
budgetary  reasons  and  partly  because 
the  number  of  health  care  visits  for 
significant  acute  health  care  problems 
doesn't  justify  the  $1.2  million  that  it 
takes  to  run  the  clinic."  Werdegar  told 
the  Times. 

Werdagar  says  that  the  South  of 
Market  Health  Center  on  Minna  Street 
will  be  able  to  handle  most  of  the 
patients  who  now  go  to  Central 
Emergency. 

Dr.  Daniel  Wlodarczyk,  medical 
director  of  the  department's  homeless 
health  care  program,  said  the  closure 
would  have  adverse  impacts  on  the 
homeless  population.  He  told  the 
Times  that  if  the  clinic,  centrally 
located  on  Ivy  Street  in  the  Civic 


Center,  were  to  close,  the  only  facility 
available  at  night  would  be  San 
Francisco  General  Hospital  in  the 
Mission  district. 

"It  will  cause  people  to  wait  even 
more  hours  for  help,"  Wlodarczyk 
said  "Many  wouldn't  bother  to  go.  It 
would  be  the  loss  of  a  very  accessible, 
sympathetic  facility." 

A  member  of  the  medical  staff  at 
Central  Emergency  Clinic  who  is 
critical  of  Werdegar's  plan  to  close  the 
clinic  says,  "In  the  long  run  it  doesn't 
serve  any  money.  If  someone  has  an 
illness  and  it  goes  untreated,  they'll 
wander  around  and  get  worse  and 
wind  up  in  a  hospital  at  greater  cost  " 

The  proposed  closure  will  be 
discussed  by  the  Health  Commission 
as  part  of  next  year's  budget  on 
Tuesday.  January  14  at  3  p.m. 
(Location  unknown,  call  558-3348) 
Under  state  law,  further  hearings 
would  then  be  required  on  the  impact 
of  the  clinic's  closure.  The  Board  of 
Supervisors  would  also  have  to  ap- 
prove the  closure. 


cyzk,  the  medical  director  of  the  city's 
new  homeless  health  care  program, 
conditions  that  could  lead  someone  to 
b.ecome  hypothermic  are  present  "al- 
most any  night  in  San  Francisco. 

"You  don't  need  to  have  a  very  cool 
outside  temperature  for  a  person's 
body  temperature  to  drop"  if  the 
person  is  not  wearing  enough  or  is  wet 
or  is  lying  on  cement,  Wlodarczyk 
says.  When  a  person's  body  tempera- 
ture gets  too  low,  "their  ability  to 
reason  becomes  impaired  and  their 
heart  begins  to  work  less  efficiently.  If 
(a  person's  body  temperature)  gets 
down  to  90  degrees,  unless  the  person 
is  treated  soon,  and  in  a  comprehen- 
sive way.  they  may  die." 

Wlodarcyzk  says  that  hypothermia 
can  often  cause  — or  be  caused  by  — 
other  health  problems,  particularly 
heart  disease,  which  was  listed  as  a 
common  cause  of  death  among  the  16 
homeless  people  who  died  last  year. 
He  also  says  that  alcoholics  and  elderly 
people  are  particularly  susceptible  to 
hypothermia,  a  problem  that  often  is 
combined  in  alcoholics  with  liver 
disease  and  dementia. 

"Taking  a  drink  often  creates  a  false 
sense  of  warmth."  Sister  Berchmans 
says.  "It  gives  them  enough  of  a 
nudge  to  help  put  them  to  sleep." 
That,  she  says,  makes  them  more 
vulnerable. 


photo:  Brother  John  Francis 

The  body  of  Jack  Faulkner  was 
discovered  in  the  parking  lot  across 
from  St.  Anthony's  last  month.  He 
died  of  pneumonia  on  one  of  the  city's 
coldest  nights. 

With  city  shelters  full  and  people 
sleeping  on  the  streets,  the  Central 
City  Shelter  Network  is  calling  for 
hearings  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
into  the  health  care  problems  of  the 
homeless,  for  the  expansion  of  emer- 
gency housing  and  support  services  for 
the  homeless,  and  for  expanded  drug 
and  alcohol  problems  targetted  at 
homeless  people 

"I  don't  think  a  civilized  society  can 
let  people  freeze  to  death  on  It's 
streets,"  says  Wlodarcyzk. 


Clinics  Opening  in  Shelters 


After  a  six  month  bureaucratic 
delay,  a  program  that  will  pro- 
vide basic  health  care  services 
to  the  homeless  shelter  residents  of 
San  Francisco  is  scheduled  to  begin 
the  first  week  of  January.  1986. 

"The  homeless  have  a  difficult  time 
getting  access  to  health  care."  says 
Bob  Prentiss,  director  of  the  Health 
Department's  Health  Care  for  the 
Homeless  Program.  "They  are  virtu- 
ally excluded  in  every  respect."  he 
says. 

Funded  by  the  Robert  Wood  John- 
son Foundation  and  the  Pew  Memorial 
Trust,  the  $1.4  million  program  will 
provide  shelters  with  "clinics"  staffed 
by  a  team  of  nurse  practitioners, 
medical  technicians  and  social  work- 
ers. Two  mobile  teams  will  rotate 
between  various  Tenderloin  and  South 
of  Market  shelters, ,  including  Hospi- 
tality House.  Salvation  Army  Emer- 
gency Men's  Shelter,  St.  Vincent  De 
Paul,  the  Episcopal  Sanctuary  and 
several  San  Francisco  Support  Service 
residential  hotels 

The  Clinics  will  provide  physical 
examinations,  health  screenings  and 
treatment  for  minor  conditions;  chro- 
nic problems  will  be  referred  to 
various  facilities  including  South  of 


Market  Clinic  and  San  Francisco 
General  Hospital  clinics^ 

"We've  got  some  great  people," 
Prentiss  says  of  the  clinic's  staff 
"And  we  hope  to  extend  the  program 
into  other  hotels  for  homeless  fami- 
lies." he  says.  Prentiss  would  like  to 
see  the  program  develop  support 
groups  among  the  homeless  — wom- 
en's groups,  veterans  groups.  "The 
grant  allows  special  focus  on  the  needs 
of  homeless  people  — suing  the  shel- 
ters as  a  primary  point  of  interven- 
tion," he  says. 
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Protestors  Blockade  City  Hall  Restrooms, 
Demand  Public  Bathrooms 


by  Pete  Childress 

More  than  60  protestors  from 
the  Tenderloin  blockaded  City 
Hall's  restrooms  for  20  min- 
utes in  mid-December  to  emphasize 
the  need  for  public  toilet  facilities  in 
San  Francisco  Three  days  later  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  passed  a  resolu- 
tion requesting  Mayor  Dianne  Fein- 
stein  to  allocate  funds  for  public  toilets 
in  the  1986  budget. 

Hospitality  House  director  Robert 
Tobin.  organizer  of  the  protest,  said 
the  protest  action  was  taken  because 
"people  have  a  hard  time  relating  to 
what  it's  like  being  homeless,  but 
everybody  knows  what  it's  like  not  to 
be  able  to  get  to  a  bathroom.  The 
purpose  of  this  protest  is  to  give  them 
the  experience  of  one  piece  of  the 
total  problem 

One  Tenderloin  resident.  65  year  old 
Nadia  Parodi.  a  Tenderloin  resident 
for  7  years,  said,  "I  came  down  here 
because  I'm  tired  of  seeing  these  little 
kids  having  to  look  at  everybody  go  to 
the  bathroom  in  the  streets.  Then  they 
play  in  the  streets,  and  it's  a  health 
hazard.  It's  terrible  I  like  the  Ten- 
derloin, and  I  love  the  kids.  But  we 
need  to  make  it  a  better  place  for  the 
people  who  live  here." 

After  the  20  minute  blockade, 
during  which  there  were  nearly  as 
many  representatives  of  the  news 
media  as  there  were  protestors.  Hos- 
pitality House  representative  Joe 
Smith  presented  Supervisor  Wendy 
Nelder  with  a  petition  signed  by  500 
residents  and  merchants  of  the 
Tenderloin  urging  the  Mayor  and 
Board  of  Supervisors  "to  address  the 
pressing  health  issues  caused  by  a  lack 
of  public  restroom  facilities  in  our 
community." 

In  separate  interviews  after  the 
protest,  a  physician  working  for  the 


An  observer  of  the  proceedings,  ex- 
pressing his  outrage  at  some  of  the 
arguments  used  by  the  Supervisors 
against  the  resolution,  told  the  Times, 
"It's  a  sorry  commentary  on  the 
decency  of  San  Francisco  that  home- 
less people  might  find  sleeping  in  a 
toilet  preferable  to  where  they're 
sleeping  now!" 

The  Board  of  Supervisors,  growing 
weary  after  a  marathon  10-hour 
session,  but  wary  of  committing 
$300,000  for  these  modern  toilets, 
finally  settled  upon  a  compromise 
resolution  to  send  a  letter  to  the  Mayor 
asking  her  to  include  funds  in  next 
year's  budget  for  public  facilities  of 
some  kind. 

Afterwards.  Nelder  told  the  Times, 
"The  resolution  to  send  a  letter  to  the 
Mayor  is  a  great  success.  The  Mayor 
has  already  told  me  that  she's  in  favor 
of  public  toilets. 

Mayor  Dianne  Feinstein  told  the 
Times  later.  "We're  going  to  try  to 
provide  public  toilets,  but  I  need  to 
have  the  revenues  to  be  able  to  do  it.  If 
the  budget  picture  is  such,  there  will 
be  an  item  in  the  budget  for  toilets." 


Occupied:  a  City  Hall  rest  room. 

Department  of  Health,  who  didn't 
want  to  be  identified  "because  of  the 
political  issues  involved,"  said, 
"There  is  definitely  a  possibility  of  an 
increase  in  diseases  associated  with 
contamination  by  human  wastes."  The 
doctor  said  the  biggest  danger  is  that 
food  handlers  may  become  contami- 
nated "and  spread  disease  by  fixing 
your  potato  salad. " 

On  the  Monday  following  the 
protest,  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
considered  a  resolution  by  member 
Wendy  Nelder  to  provide  25  expensive 
French-built  toilets  at  various  locations 
in  San  Francisco.  Nelder  began  the 
lengthy  IV2  hour  debate  by  telling  the 


photo:  Greg  Gaar 

Board.  "If  your  children  were  playing 
in  the  streets  and  coming  home  with 
human  waste  on  their  clothes  you 
would  not  hesitate  to  provide  public 
restrooms  for  San  Francisco." 

She  also  arugedj'that  public  toilets 
would  cost  less  in  the  long  run,  in  both 
financial  and  human  terms,  than  hos- 
pitalizing people  who  developed  ill- 
nesses due  to  unsanitary  conditions  in 
the  streets.  Other  Supervisors,  while 
generally  expressing  sympathy  for  the 
needs  of  the  homeless,  also  expressed 
fears  that  public  toilets  would  be  van- 
dalized, poorly  maintained,  used  by 
drug  addicts  to  shoot  up,  or  used  by 
the  homeless  for  shelter  at  night 
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We  are  offering  a  "NEW"  Job  Training  Program  for 
refugees  of  ESL  100.  If  you  want  to  learn  more  English 
and  get  a  job,  please  come  to  Chinatown  Resources 
Development  Center  at  615  Grant  Ave.  (near  California 
St.) 

Chinatown  Resources  Development  Center 
615  Grant,  4th  floor  391-7583 
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Eddy  Street  Tenants  Protest 
Threatened  Evictions 


in  short 


by  Sara  Colm 

Tenderloin  residents  — Asian  and 
non- Asian  alike  — came  toge- 
ther on  a  picket  line  last  month 
to  protest  the  threatened  eviction  of 
four  Cambodian  families  from  their 
Eddy  Street  apartments.  The  families 
were  given  eviction  notices  earlier  in 
the  month  because  their  landlord  says 
their  apartments  are  overcrowded. 

More  than  50  people,  chanting  "2-4- 
6-8  Landlords  can't  retaliate!"  crowd- 
ed the  sidewalk  in  front  of  355  Eddy  at 
the  noontime  demonstration  spon- 
sored by  the  North  of  Market  Planning 
Coalition,  which  has  helped  the 
residents  form  a  tenants'  association. 

"Scrooge  is  alive  in  the  Tenderloin 
—  at  355  Eddy  Street."  said  Coalition 
President  Don  Feeser  in  response  to 
the  Christmas-time  eviction  notices 
issued  by  landlord  Paul  Boscheti  to 
four  families  with  28  members, 
including  a  newborn  baby. 

Boschetti  began  eviction  proceed- 
ings against  the  families  in  early 
December  after  city  building  inspec- 
tors had  cited  him  for  overcrowding. 
City  law  prohibits  more  than  four 
people  living  in  a  studio  apartment. 

But  the  tenants'  attorney,  Randy 
Shaw  of  the  Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic 
says  the  evictions  are  an  illegal  retali- 
ation for  their  refusal  to  pay  an  invalid 
rent  increase  last  summer.  Shaw  also 
claims  that  Boschetti  knew  the  families 
exceeded  the  limit  when  they  moved 
in. 

Boschetti  told  the  Times  last  Sep- 
tember that  he  had  called  building 
inspectors  for  a  variety  of  reasons, 
including  the  fact  that  he  was  doing  a 
lot  of  work  in  the  buildling.  He  said, 
during  that  interview,  that  he  had 
been  concerned  about  overcrowding 
for  a  long  time  but  had  "tried  to  be 

Grassroot  Groups 
Refugee  Contracts 

by  Chanthanom  Ounkeo 

Breaking  new  ground,  a  training 
and  employment  program  for 
refugees  will  be  run  by  three 
Tenderloin  refugee  organizations  be- 
ginning this  month  with  funds  from  a 
federal  contract.  This  grant  marks  the 
first  time  that  grassroots  groups  have 
received  a  major  contract,  which 
normally  go  to  traditional  service  pro- 
viders. 

These  three  organizations,  called 
"mutual  assistance  associations."  — 
the  Lao  Seri  Association,  Cambodian 
Community  Project,  and  Vietnamese 
Educators  of  the  Bay  Area -have  been 
given  $159,000  to  train  and  find  full- 
time  jobs  this  year  for  at  least  60 
refugees  with  limited  English-speak- 
ing ability. 

"South  East  Asian  refugees  are 
usually  treated  as  if  they  are  all  the 
same,"  explains  Bounchanh  Thepkay- 


nice,  looking  the  other  way. 

"I  always  tell  the  manager  not  to 
rent  to  too  many  people  but  the 
refugee  resettlement  agencies  send  us 
people,  vouching  for  them,  and  we 
agree  to  take  them  in  temporarily," 
Boschetti  said  "Many  end  up  staying 
on." 

Ly  Khoun.  one  of  the  tenants  being 
evicted,  said  he  didn't  understand  why 
only  four  families  were  singled  out 
when  over  20  units  were  cited  for  over- 
crowding. "In  America,  if  three  men 
rob  a  bank,  do  you  only  punish  one?" 
he  asked 

Ironically.  Boschetti's  resident  man- 
ager himself  has  five  people  living  in 
his  apartment,  a  violation  of  the 
Building  Code. 

Tho  Do  from  the  Vietnamese  Youth 
Development  Center,  Wayne  Luk  from 
the  Center  for  Southeast  Asian  Refu- 
gee Resettlement  and  Dean  Leng  from 
the  Cambodian  Community  Center 
spoke  at  the  rally  to  lend  their  support 
to  the  tenants. 

"Paul  Boschetti  got  fat  and  rich 
because  he  got  refugees  to  fill  up  his 
buildings  very  cheap,"  said  Leng. 
"But  now  he's  squeezing  out  more 
profit  when  the  property  values  go  up. 
We  must  get  together  and  show 
solidarity  to  fight  against  unfair 
landlords." 

In  early  January  Boschetti  told  the 
Times  he  "wanted  to  work  things  out" 
and  was  now  willing  to  meet  with 
tenants  to  help  them  find  larger  units 
elsewhere.  "I'm  willing  to  drop  the 
evictions  if  they  cooperate  by  moving 
to  other  buildings,"  he  said. 

At  presstime  the  tenants  had  not 
decided  what  they  wanted  to  do. 
"They're  not  sure  than  can  afford  the 
larger  apartments,"  said  Sokchea  Tea 
from  NOMPC  'They're  fighting 
because  they  want  the  low  rents." 


Get 


sone.  Lao  Seri  president.  "But  we  are 
all  different.  Having  our  three  associ- 
ations working  independently  within 
one  project  means  our  people  get  a 
much  better  chance  to  be  understood 
by  the  staff  trying  to  help  them.  It's 
exciting  for  us,  because  we've  been 
given  the  chance  to  show  we  can  run  a 
program  on  our  own." 

Students  will  improve  their  English, 
and  learn  how  to  get  and  keep  a  job  in 
America,  as  well  as  some  of  the  skills 
needed  in  hotel,  laundry,  and  retail 
work.  After  three  weeks  of  experience 
at  a  job  site,  students  will  join  a  three- 
week  "job  club,"  in  which  they  will  go 
out  every  day  looking  for  work  and 
then  meet  together  to  discuss  their 
experiences  and  support  one  another 

The  Cambodian  Community  Project 
was  very  successful  running  a  job  club 
last  year  and  the  associations  believe 
other  groups  can  benefit  from  their 
track  record. 


ANTI  RENT  CONTROL  BILL 
STILL  SIMMERS  IN  STATE 
SENATE 

Proposed  legislation  that  would 
exempt  vacant  units  from  rent  control 
statewide  and  would  remove  30,000 
single  family  homes  and  condominium 
rentals  from  rent  and  eviction  protec- 
tions is  being  pushed  in  Sacramento  by 
Assemblyman  Tim  Costa  (D-Fresno). 
Old  St  Mary's  Housing  Committee 
and  the  Affordable  Housing  Alliance 
are  organizing  to  oppose  this  bill  which 
would  prevent  San  Francisco  from 
extending  rent  control  to  vacant  units. 
A  big  turnout  is  being  mobilized  for  a 
Senate  Judiciary  Committee  hearing  in 
Oakland  tentatively  set  for  January  31 
For  more  information,  call  398-0274  or 
750-3134. 

HOSPITALITY  HOUSE  BIDS 
FOR  MENTAL  HEALTH 
CENTER 

The  only  agency  to  submit  a 
proposal  to  operate  a  $500,000  self- 
help  drop  in  center  in  the  Tenderloin 
was  Hospitality  House.  The  city  has 
established  a  review  committee  to 
determine  if  the  proposal  fulfilled 
necessary  technical  requirements. 
Pending  approval,  the  center  could 
still  open  April  1.  according  to  mental 
health  administrator  George  Peterson. 
If  you  are  interested  in  working  or 
volunteering  in  the  center,  you  can 
contact  Barbara  Arms,  at  776-2101 

HOTEL  CONVERSION 

WATCH 

The  North  of  Market  Planning 
Coalition  has  begun  to  monitor  Ten- 
derloin hotels'  compliance  with  the 
anti-conversion  ordinance.  If  you  know 
of  a  hotel  which  is  not  posting  a  weekly 
report  or  is  renting  to  more  tourists 
than  specified  in  its  certificate  of  use, 
both  of  which  by  law  must  be  posted  in 
a  conspicuous  place,  you  can  contact 
the  planning  coalition  at  474-2164. 

BUS  SHELTERS 

New  bus  shelters  are  coming  to  San 
Francisco.  A  community  meeting  will 
be  held  at  Reality  Arts  Workshop,  366 
Eddy,  on  January  8  at  7  p.m.  to 
discuss  the  shelters,  answer  our 
questions,  and  get  community  input  on 
additional  locations  for  the  shelters. 


CAMPAIGN  FOR 
RECREATION  CENTER 

North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition 
is  trying  to  obtain  a  recreation  facility 
in  the  neighborhood  for  year-round 
use.  At  the  coalition's  January  9  Board 
meeting,  possible  sites  for  the  center 
will  be  discussed.  If  you  have 
suggestions  or  ideas,  you  can  contact 
the  coalition  at  474-2164  or  attend  the 
9  30  a.m.  meeting  at  366  Eddy. 

SAN  FRANCISCO 
FOUNDATION  GIVES  $40,000 
TO  HELP  THE  POOR 

Last  month  the  San  Francisco  Foun- 
dation made  19  grants  to  assist  needy 
families  and  individuals  through  the 
holidays.  The  funds  were  used  for 
food,  clothing,  shelter  and  toys.  In  San 
Francisco,  Mission  Neighborhood 
Centers,  Tenderloin  Recreation  Cen- 
ter, Glide  Mo's  Kitchen,  Larkin  Street 
Youth  Outreach  Center  and  South  of 
Market  Cultural  Center  received 
$1,000  grants,  and  Raphael  House 
received  a  $2,500  grant 
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Muni  Fares  Hiked 

by  Alison  Shepard 

The  Board  of  Supervisors  voted 
last  month  to  increase  Muni 
fares,  despite  protests  from  the 
Coalition  to  Stop  the  Fare  Increase  that 
the  burden  of  the  increases  would  be 
on  those  who  can  least  afford  to  pay  — 
seniors,  vouth.  and  workinq  DeoDle. 

By  an  8-3  vote,  the  board  approved 
raising  the  adult  Muni  fare  from  60  to 
75  cents,  the  senior  fare  from  5  to  15 
cents,  and  the  cable  car  fare  from 
$1 .00  to  $1  50  Board  members  argued 
that  this  was  necessary  to  offset 
federal  cutbacks  in  transit  funds  and  to 
face  the  city's  looming  deficit. 

The  coalition,  which  includes  the 
Gray  Panthers,  the  All-People's  Con- 
gress, Local  *2  Retirees  and  other 
communtiy  groups  representing  se- 
niors, disabled  anH  working  people. 


held  a  press  conference  on  the  steps"  of 
City  Hall  preceding  the  Board's  vote 
Ron  Holladay,  spokesperson  for  the 
coalition,  said  downtown  developers 
should  be  the  ones  to  pick  up  the  extra 
costs  for  Muni  because  downtown 
businesses  benefit  most  from  mass 
transit  Holladay  emphasized  that 
developers  still  owe  the  city  more  than 
$40  million  in  transit  fees.  Speaking 
for  working  people,  he  said,  "We  are 
tired  of  subsidizing  downtown  deve- 
lopers." 

One  Gray  Panther  member,  Selden 
Osborne,  said,  "if  we  shut  down  Muni 
for  one  day  before  Christmas,  we'd 
show  who's  profitting  (from  mass 
transit)." 

The  Board  refused  to  let  the  public 
testify  at  its  meeting  despite  the  fact 
that  the  coalition  had  turned  in  a 
petition  with  1000  signatures. 
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HAVE  YOU  EVER  THOUGHT  ABOUT 
COOPERATIVE  LIVING? 

Check  out  the  Aarti  Cooperative: 

•  a  40  room  residential  hotel,  391  Leavenworth 

•  3  community  kitchens 

•  roof  garden 

•  family-type  atmosphere 

•  a  good  mix  of  interesting  people 

•  moving  towards  self-management 

•  five  hours  volunteer  work  per  week  required 

For  more  information,  come  to  an  Introductory 
Meeting  Dec.  1,  Dec.  15  or  Dec.  29,  8  p.m.,  or  call 
885-0757  (office)  or  885-6819  (messages) 


January,  1986 


Tenderloin  Times  6 


Christmas  Fire  Sparks  Smoldering  Controversy  at  Sequoia 


A  tenant  of  the  burned-out  Sequoia  Hotel  surveys  the  damage  to  his  room. 

photo:  Greg  Gaar 

continued  from  page  1 


bility  of  arson  but  had  been  unable  to 
determine  the  exact  cause  of  the  fire. 
Possible  reasons  under  investigation 
included  an  iron  left  on  and  a  short 
created  by  frayed  wiring. 

Sparks  said  that  since  he  and  his 
partners  purchased  the  building  in 
April,  1984.  he  had  spent  $250,000  on 
renovations  which  he  described  as 
"mostly  cosmetic.*'  including  interior 
and  exterior  painting,  new  carpets, 
and  a  fancy  new  awning  He  told  the 
Times  before  the  fire  that  he  had 
"no  money  for  major  renovations" 
such  as  new  plumbing  and  wiring,  but 
planned  to  do  so  within  the  next  five 
years.  Tom  Lauderbach.  a  contractor 
familiar  with  Tenderloin  buildings, 
estimated  that  it  would  cost  about 
$90,000  to  rewire  a  building  like  the 
Sequoia 

"If  wiring  is  defective,  no  money  is 
no  defense,"  commented  tenant  rights 
lawyer  Randy  Shaw. 

The  blaze,  which  firemen  battled  for 
two  hours,  caused  no  injuries  to 
tenants  and  only  minor  injuries  to 
firemen,  but  damage  throughout  the 
building  forced  the  evacuation  of  every 
tenant,  many  of  whom  now  face  higher 
rents  in  other  locations.  The  night  of 
the  fire  the  Red  Cross  found  lodging 
for  35  tenants  who  had  no  place  to  go. 

"I  had  to  stay  in  the  doorway  of  the 
Eastbay  Bus  Terminal  until  it  closed, 
and  then  I  had  to  take  it  on  the  heel 
and  toe,"  commented  82-year-old 
Bernard  Gray  "But  what  are  you 
going  to  do?  You  have  to  take  it  or 
leave  it." 

"I  lost  everything  I  own,"  said 
Dennis  Adams,  who  works  as  a 
clown  at  Fisherman's  Wharf.  "I  was 
coming  home  from  work.  I  thought  my 
cat  was  dead.  That  was  the  most 
important  thing  to  me  at  the  time." 
Adams'  cat  was  saved  by  a  fireman. 

"It  was  a  catastrophe  for  the 
tenants,"  commented  Shaw,  who  said 
tenants  seem  to  be  unable  to  get 
renters'  insurance  in  the  Tenderloin.. 
"But  it  will  probably  be  a  financial 
windfall  for  the  owner  due  to  his 
insurance." 

"I'm  not  sure  I'm  completely 
covered,  but  in  the  worst  case  I'll  come 
out  even,"  Sparks  told  tenants  waiting 
to  recover  their  belongings  the  day 
after  the  fire. 

When  Sparks  attempted  to  pass  on 
the  cost  of  most  of  his  renovation 
through  higher  rents,  the  tenants 
association  objected  and  got  the  city's 
rent  control  board  to  disallow  the  cost 
of  painting  the  building's  commercial 
frontage,  charging  twice  for  the 
carpet,  and  $5,000  for  the  awning 
which  had  already  been  largely  paid 


for  by  the  liquor  store  whose  name  is 

on  it. 

According  to  tenant  association 
leader  Ron  Half  hill .  Sparks  was  so 
"vindictive  and  threatening"  in  his 
efforts  to  persuade  tenants  to  leave 
that  the  association  established  a 
"safe  house"  plan  so  that  tenants 
could  find  support  in  an  association 
member's  room  when  they  felt  cor- 


nered. 

Sparks  denies  these  accusations. 
"So  many  of  the  elderly  tenants  are 
alcoholics.  When  they  get  loud, 
management  gets  loud  back,"  he 
commented. 

Late  last  year  Sparks  moved  quickly 
to  evict  59-year-old  George  Delgianess 
after  the  Health  Department  cited  his 
room  for  being  a  health  hazard.  "What 
they  did  to  him  was  harrassment,  to 
the  point  of  being  cruel  and  inflicting 
extreme  emotional  pressure,"  charged 
Shaw.  By  a  12-0  margin,  a  jury  voted 
against  the  eviction. 


"It's  clear  that  his  plans  were  to  get 
a  more  artsy  crowd  and  more  tourists 
who  could  pay  higher  rents,"  said 
Shaw. 

"I  think  there  is  a  middle  way  in 
the  Tenderloin."  Sparks  told  the 
Times.  "I'm  not  interested  in  the 
Tenderloin  remaining  a  slum.  But  I 
never  put  pressure  on  people  to  move 
out.  Noone's  been  evicted  unlawfully 
Not  one  senior  citizen  has  been 
evicted.  It  was  people  paying  less  who 
made  all  the  complaints." 
Pete  Childress  contributed  to  this 
report. 


Columbia 

Audio- Video 


NEW  YEAR  S  GREETINGS 

from 


The  Tenderloin's  Friendly  Audio-Video  Store 

Mind  boggling  savings  on  a  full  line  of  TVs.  VCRs,  car  stereos,  home  stereos,  film  and 
all  accessories  Audio  and  video  tapes  at  good  prices 

World's  largest  selection  of  walkmans,  portable  stereos  and  headphones 
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CHAO  MUNG  NAM 
MOI  TVf COLUMBIA 
AUDIO-VIDEO! 

Tiet  kiqm  nhleu  tlen  khl  mua  TV, 
May  nhac,  May  Video,  May  hat 
bo  tut.  phim  anh  va  cac  dyng  cu 
hnh  tlnh 

Dia,  bang  nhac  va  phlm  video  vol 
gia  phai  chang 
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BIG  PORTABLE  SALE! 


AIWA  CS-R40 

Auto  reverse 
cassette  record- 
er, 5  Band 
equalizer 
AM-FM 
reg.  199.99 
now  169.99 


SONY  CFS-3000 

AM-FM  cassette 
player-recorder 
3  Band  equalizer 
separable 
speakers 
reg.  149.99 
now  79.99 


AIWA  CS-210 

AM-FM-SW 
cassette  player- 
recorder 
reg.  159.99 
now  99.99 


HITACHI  Super 
Woofer  TRR- 
7620W  equalizer 
multi-stereo 
tuner,  AM-FM- 
SW,  cassette 
player  recorder 
reg.  149.99 
now  129.99 


Many  other  personal  stereos  on  sale- 
Aiwa.  Sanyo,  Kenwood.  Toshiba 


SONY  WALKMANS 


WM-11D 

stereo  cassette 
player 
reg  49.99 
now  33.99 


SRF-201 

FM  cord 
Walkman 
reg.  89.99 
now  69.99 


SFF-22W 
AM-FM  stereo 
reg.  49.99 
now  39.99 


Many  others'  Sharp,  Fisher,  Sanyo, 
JVC,  Grundig— all  at  incredible 
savings'  New  Year's  Special1 


NUMARK 
MIXERS  & 
EQUALIZERS 

from 
$89.99 


FILM  35mm 
24  exp 
$.99 


1650,  1150.  1450,  500 


AUDIO 

CASSETTE 

TAPES 

under  $1  00 


TOSHIBA  AM-FM 

stereo  cassette 
player  RT-V300 
$49.99 


KOSSFIRE  210 

SPEAKERS 

now  $229.99  a  pair 

12"  woofer 
dual  tweeter 
5Vi"  midrange 


Mon- Sat  10-7 


Lowest  Prices— Best  Service 


Columbia  Audio- Video 
1080  Market  St. 
San  Francisco  431-8400 

We  stand  by  our  products. 


Easy  Parking 
Behind  the  store 
at  Jones  &  Golden  Gate 


H 
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Ronald  McDonald  delighted  more  than  600  children  at  the  Tenderloin 
Recreation  Center's  annual  Christmas  party.  The  happy  kids  then  chowed 
down  on  burgers  and  received  stockings  stuffed  with  gifts.  The  Recreation 
Center  is  a  project  of  St.  Anthony's  Foundation  and  the  city  Recreation  and 
Parks  Department. 
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Homeless  Party  with  Mayor 


by  Pete  Childress 

What  has  800  smiling  faces, 
20  laughing  clowns,  a  five- 
piece  band,  four  San  Fran- 
cisco Ballet  break-dancers,  one  sing- 
ing mayor,  and  a  robot  who  told  her  "I 
want  to  marry  your  car?" 

Right!  The  mayor's  third  annual 
party  for  the  homeless,  which  was  held 
in  mid-December  at  Moscone  Center 
Some  800  children  and  parents  showed 
up  to  enjoy  a  meal  of  Chicken 
McNuggets,  soda  pop,  ice  cream  and 
cake  at  to  receive  Christmas  presents, 
enjoy  free  entertainment,  hob-nob 
with  members  of  the  San  Francisco 
49ers.  and  get  photographed  with  the 
Mayor  of  San  Francisco, 
mayor  of  San  Francisco. 

An  eight-year-old  named  Jonathan 
told  The  Times.  "This  is  the  best  party 


I've  ever  been  to."  while  a  teary-eyed 
couple  in  their  early  twenties  said, 
"We  didn't  think  we  would  have  any 
sort  of  Christmas  for  our  kids  this  year 
We  never  dreamed  something  this 
good  could  happen.  We  don't  really 
even  know  anybody  in  San  Francisco, 
and  this  is  really  wonderful." 

The  couple,  who  didn't  want  to  be 
identified,  said  the  husband  has  been 
out  of  work  for  17  months,  and  "if  it 
weren't  for  our  social  worker  we  don't 
know  what  we'd  have  done."  Another 
woman,  a  single  mother  with  two 
children,  said.  "It's  a  real  nice  party 
It's  very  nice  of  the  mayor  to  give  it  for 
us." 

This  year's  event,  which  was 
sponsored  by  Mayor  Feinstein's  office 
with  a  $25,000  gift  from  William  and 
Lucinda  Meyer,  featured  the  Chinese 


Magic  Circus  and  the  San  Francisco 
Ballet  break-dancers,  who  amazed 
young  and  old  alike  with  their  extra- 
ordinary talent  and  daring. 

Some  25  local  organizations  donated 
food,  funds,  and  time  to  entertain  the 
crowd,  most  of  whom  live  at  City- 
funded  hotels  where  they  received 
invitations  to  the  party  from  the 
mayor. 

Feinstein  arrived  midway  through 
the  festivities  to  praise  everyone 
involved  with  organizing  it,  and  to  lead 
the  party-goers  in  a  rousing,  if  slightly 
off  key,  rendition  of  "Frosty,  the  Snow 
Man 

While  Scooby-Dooby-Doo  and  the 
clowns  cavorted  with  the  happy  kids  in 
the  main  ballroom,  Mayor  Feinstein 
quietly  slipped  out  of  the  center,  only 
to  be  surprised  by  William  Bakaleini- 
koff's  "Robot  Redford,"  who  told  the 
mayor  he  had  fallen  in  love  with  an 
elevator  once,  but  "the  relationship 
was  up  and  down."  so  he  "wanted  to 


marry  the  mayor's  car." 

In  the  end.  the  party-givers  seemed 
as  happy  as  the  party-goers,  and 
everybody  went  home  smiling,  know- 
ing that  Santa  Claus  is  alive  and  well  in 
the  hearts  and  spirits  of  some  San 
Franciscans. 
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Help  get  out  the 
word! 

Volunteers  needed 
to  distribute  the 
Times  door  to  door. 

Call  776-0700. 

 1 


It's  three  A.M. 
It's  your  first. 
It's  a  girl. 


What  do  you  do. 


PACIFIC  £3  BELL 

A  Pacific  Telesis  Company 


Some  calls  mean  everything. 


T I  VING 
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the  tender  side 


by  Robin  Wechsler 

Father  Floyd  Lotito,  director  of  St. 
Anthony's  Dining  Room,  cele- 
brated his  25th  year  as  a  priest 
last  month  Archbishop  John  Quinn 
presided  at  the  December  15  mass 
which  was  attended  by  over  500 
parishoners  and  friends  of  Father 
Floyd,  who  was  also  featured  last 
month  on  the  cover  of  Image,  the 
magazine  section  of  the  Sunday 
Examiner 

The  celebrations  continued. .  Carol 
Matison  celebrated  her  50th  birthday 
Friday,  December  20  at  the  Marlton 
Manor  following  the  Cadillac  Players 
production  of  The  Empty  Room  .  .  .San 
Francisco  Parks  and  Recreation  De- 
partment threw  a  Christmas  party  for 
the  residents  of  the  Crescent  Manor. 
Joan  Sutter,  a  professional  story-teller 
entertained  the  residents  and  kids 
from  the  YMCA  with  her  tales  and 
puppets.  Linda  Crebbin  and  her 
Christmas  clowns  sang  carols  at  a 
number  of  senior  residences. .  Super- 
visor Louise  Renne  threw  a  party  for 
all  ages  at  the  Ramada  Renaissance... 
The  San  Francisco  Central  City  Choir 
sang  carols  at  the  Antonia  Manor... 
Robin  Young  sang  pop  standards 
Christmas  night  at  the  Aarti  Coopera- 
tive. YMCA  Head  Start  kids  visited 
the  Antonia  Manor  and  made  Rudolph 
the  Red-nose  Reindeer  puppets  there. 

A  special  Christmas  tree,  adorned 
with  the  names  of  volunteers  who  had 
helped  with  the  Christmas  Camp  for 
Seniors,  appeared  one  weekend  in  the 
YMCA  ballroom.  Some  of  the  names 
included  Jane  Jones,  Esther  Banuelos, 
Sonya  Lee,  Richard  Wong,  Rose 
Burrus,  Louise  Molloy,  Bill  Wooster 
and  Sally  Ortez.  Congratulations  to  all 
for  a  job  well  done. 

Tenderloin  Community  Endeavor 
was  swamped  with  turkeys  last  month 
(yes,  the  edible  kind!).  Nancy  Hamp- 
tom,  Cecilia  Attione,  Marley  Padgett, 
Frances  McCarthy,  Don  Leach,  Jo 
Bricca,  the  Golden  Star  Restaurant, 
Barbara  Braithwaite,  Lynn  Meyers, 
Jean  Yeats  and  Sharon  Jones  helped  to 
cook  them.  Cost  Plus  donated  the 
baskets  and  Rosalie  Ross  contributed 
the  gifts  Anne  Cooper  also  says  their 
boutique  was  a  great  success,  espe- 
cially the  stuffed  animals  made  and 
donated  by  Thelma  Kavanagh  from 
Senior  Escort  Service. 

From    here    to   Timbuktu,  Cathy 


Wolfheim  is  on  the  road  again.  Cathy, 
former  Youth  Director  for  the  YMCA, 
just  returned  from  Mali  where  she  had 
been  working  as  a  health  educator. 
She  stayed  in  town  long  enough  to  join 
Tenderloin  beat  cop  Benny  Fong  and 
Tenderloin  kids  Eric  Hanserd,  Terence 
Hanserd,  Yen  Phung,  Anh  Phung,  Mai 
Nguyen,  Sweet  Pea  Mueller,  Price 
Wheeler,  Eric  Wheeler,  and  Joe 
Stevenson  camping  at  Big  Sur  for  the 
holidays.  Cathy  is  on  her  way  to 
Timbuktu  in  Africa  to  continue  her 
health  education  work. 

Looking  for  a  new  project  to  work  on 
for  the  New  Year?  Christina  Augello, 
director  of  the  Cadillac  Players,  is 
looking  for  a  few  volunteers  to  help  on 
an  animation  project.  Kathryn  Lenihan 
will  work  with  a  group  of  volunteer 
cartoonists  to  animate  the  Cadillac 
Players  "Get  Thee  To  A  Cannery" 
show  The  finished  product  will  be 
used  as  a  public  service  announcement 
to  advertise  the  Farmer's  Market. 

Happy  January  birthdays  to  Andy 
Frank  and  Frenchie  Herman,  and  a 
tender  (but  late)  welcome  to  Robert 
Tobin,  the  new  director  of  Hospitality 
House. 

Wayne  Shannon,  the  color  commen- 
tator on  KRON-TV  News,  has  been 
seen  entering  the  Alexander  Hamilton 
at  O'Farrell  and  Leavenworth.  In- 
formed sources  say  he  lives  there. 
Maybe  that's  one  reason  Channel  Four 
covers  the  Tenderloin  better  than  their 
competitors. 

Sausalito  has  its  No-Name  Bar  and 
now  the  Tenderloin  has  a  No-Name 
Cafe  Kevin  Chuen  and  Richard  Soo 
have  taken  over  Cafe  Monarchy  at 
Geary  and  Leavenworth,  which  had 
offered  excellent  Hungarian  food  in  an 
apparently  too-disorganized  manner, 
and  replaced  it  with  a  cafe  featuring 
espresso,  Just  Desserts,  and  sand- 
wiches. At  last  count,  they  had  not 
named  their  new  business  Their 
plants  and  paintings  are  cute,  but  is  it 
gentrification? 

Christmas  was  not  so  jolly  for  Doet 
Jan  Mirikitani,  Reverend  Cecil  Wil- 
liams' wife.  She  lost  her  only  copy  of  a 
valuable  manuscript  in  a  black  leather 
case  marked  "Alvin  Ailey,"  and  is 
offering  a  $500  reward  for  its  return. 

Cambodians  Ny  Panha  and  Teng 
Ratana  were  married  in  the  Tenderloin 
Saturday,  December  21. 

On  December  25  the  Cambodian 
community  gathered  for  a  Christmas 
party  at  the  Holiday  Inn  on  Van  Ness. 
250  people  were  treated  to  live  music 
and  a  traditional  dance  contest. 


Working  the  Tenderloin 

Two  Views  from  Turk  Street 


Welfare  Woman  Wants  Work 


by  Sophath  Pak 

My  Man's  friends  told  her  she 
was  crazy  when  she  went  to 
work  as  a  teacher's  aide  at 
Mission  High  School.  "They 
told  her  she  was  better  off  just  staying 
on  welfare  and  not  working,"  says  her 
social  worker,  Silen  Nhok  of  the  Inter- 
national Institute. 

But  My  Man  wanted  to  work  and 
especially  enjoyed  working  with  child- 
ren. So  she  took  the  job. 

But  last  month.  My  Man  was  dis- 
mayed to  receive  a  notice  from  the 
Department  of  Social  Services  that  her 
Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent 
Children  (AFDC)  grant  was  going  to 
be  cut  off  because  she  was  working 
more  than  100  hours  a  month.  Also  in 
danger  of  being  cut  off  was  her 
medical  insurance  which  she  needs  for 
her  husband,  who  is  disabled  and 
cannot  work,  and  one  of  her  children, 
who  is  deaf 

Ironically,  My  Man  found  that  she 
had  less  money  working  fulltime  and 
paying  for  medical  insurance  than  she 
did  on  AFDC  getting  free  health  care 
So  My  Man  was  forced  to  cut  her  paid 
hours  back  to  half-time,  working  the 
rest  of  the  time  as  a  "volunteer"  so  as 
to  be  able  to  continue  receiving  public 
assistance  and  Medi-Cal. 


My  Man  thus  found  herself  in  the 
same  position  as  millions  of  other 
American  families  who  receive  AFDC: 
new  rules  implemented  in  the  early 
days  of  the  Reagan  administration 
create  an  actual  disincentive  for 
parents  on  welfare  to  work. 

Nevertheless,  My  Man  still  wanted 
to  stay  on  the  job.  "She's  a  brave 
woman,"  says  Nhok,  who  says  that 
many  refugees  are  afraid  to  go  to  work 
because  they  might  lose  benefits.  "My 
Man  surprised  me  because  I  have  seen 
that  many  of  the  Cambodian  women 
like  to  stay  home  because  of  the 
traditional  culture.  She  is  highly  moti- 
vated to  become  self-sufficient  and 
independent,"  he  says. 

My  Man  says  staying  on  the  job  was 
"the  only  way  that  I  could  help  myself 
to  practice  English  afTd  get  more 
experience  working  with  children." 

Some  refugees  — those  who  have 
been  in  the  country  less  than  three 
years  — are  exempt  from  the  100  hours 
rule  applied  to  other  AFDC  families 
because  they  participate  in  a  special 
program  called  the  Refugee  Demon- 
stration Project  (RDP).  Under  this  new 
program,  refugees  are  required  to  go 
to  English  or  job  training  classes  and 
must  take  paying  jobs  offered  to  them 
if  they  are  within  their  English  level. 


A  proud  Huynh  Trung  Nhi  in 
Mention  of  the  Tenderloin  con- 
jures up  many  images.  One  that 
often  goes  unrecognized  is  the  many 
working  people  who  live  and  toil  in 
the  Tenderloin.  In  this  series  the 
Times  profiles  some  of  the  many 
people  whose  efforts  keep  the  Tender- 
loin working. 

by  Nguyen  Huu  Liem 

Six  months  ago,  the  idea  of 
opening  a  restaurant  at  the 
corner  of  Turk  and  Leavenworth 
streets  might  have  seemed  like  a  crazy 
idea.  But  Huynh  Trung  Nhi,  a 
26-year-old  Vietnamese  refugee  did 
just  that  and  today  his  restaurant,  Cam 
Hung,  is  thriving  and  popular. 

Huynh  worked  as  a  welder  in 
Louisiana  when  he  first  arrived  in  the 
United  States  six  years  ago  and  says 
he  made  good  money  but  didn't  like  it 
much.  "I  wanted  to  be  my  own  boss 
and  have  my  own  business,"  he  says. 
So  a  year  ago  Huynh  left  Louisiana  to 
come  to  San  Francisco  in  search  of  his 
dream. 

With  his  savings  from  Louisiana 
(about  $30,000)  and  some  help  from 
family  members,  Huynh  opened  Cam 
Hung  restaurant  on  Turk  Street  near 
Hospitality  House.  "The  Tenderloin  is 
a  good  place  for  a  beginner  to  open  a 
small  business,"  he  says.  "The  rent  is 
affordable  and  there's  a  lot  of  demand 
for  all  kinds  of  small  businesses." 

As  owner,  manager  and  cook  at  the 
restaurant,  Huynh  does  everything 
from  serving  customers,  mopping  the 
floor,  and  answering  the  phone  to 
making  tea  But  the  toughest  job  is  the 
paperwork  and  dealing  with  city  and 
state  bureaucracies  — which  he  calls  a 
"headache"  and  which  is  worsened  by 
his  weak  English. 

Huynh  says  that  his  application  for  a 
beer  and  wine  license  has  been 
pending  for  more  than  six  months  and 
still  is  going  nowhere.  "They  ask  for 
many  things  and  are  still  investiga- 
ting. I  don't  know  why,"  he  says. 

The  restaurant  has  done  well  in  its 
first  six  months.  Huynh  plans  to  keep 
it  for  a  long  time  and  he  wants  also  to 
open  a  neighborhood  food  processing 
factory  in  the  future. 

Huynh  works  from  early  morning  to 
late  at  night  every  day  at  his  store  in 
the  heart  of  the  Tenderloin.  "It  seems 
like  I  spend  every  waking  moment 
right  here  at  this  corner  of  the  Ten- 
derloin," a  neighborhood  which  he 
says,  "is  getting  better  every  day." 


In  contrast  to  dealing  with  a  stream 
of  customers  all  day  at  the  Cam  Hung 
restaurant,  one  might  think  that  being 


photo:  Greg  Gaar 

his  Turk  Street  restaurant. 

an  attendant  at  the  Yellow  Cab  garage, 
half  a  block  down  Turk  Street,  would 
be  boring  and  lonely.  But  not 
according  to  Jim  Childers,  who  has 
worked  for  three  years  at  the  garage 
where  many  theater  goers  and  Tender- 
loin residents  park  their  cars. 

There's  more  to  Childers'  job  than 
collecting  parking  fees.  "I'm  a  guide 
here,"  he  says  "When  tourists  from 
Canada,  from  the  East  want  to  go 
someplace,  they  ask  me."  He  adds 
that  he  knows  many  people  around  the 
area— "lonely  people  who  just  want 
someone  to  talk  to  "  Frequently 
people  will  come  up  to  his  booth  on  a 
cold  day  to  bum  a  cigarette  and  start  a 
conversation 

Childers  works  at  this  job  part-time 
supplementing  an  eight-hours-a-day 
stint  as  a  personnel  clerk  for  the  U.S. 
Mint  "I  have  to  work  extra  hours 
because  things  are  too  expensive  in 
San  Francisco,  especially  rent,"  he 
explains. 

While  Childers  says  the  job  is  easy, 
things  don't  always  go  smoothly.  He 
has  been  robbed  three  times,  once  at 
knife-point.  But  he  says  he's  not  afraid 
because  the  area  is  getting  better. 
"There  haven't  been  any  drug  shoot- 
outs  recently,"  he  says. 

The  toughest  part  of  his  job  is  being 
unable  to  communicate  with  the  many 
customers  who  don't  speak  English 
well.  Childers  says  that  almost  half  of 
his  customers  are  non-English  speak- 
ing people.  Another  thing  that  bothers 
him  is  that  some  people  just  don't 
want  to  pay  for  their  parking.  "They 
can  come  up  with  thousands  of  excuses 
in  order  to  drive  away  free,"  he  adds. 

Childers'  co-worker.  Hans  Hanson, 
is  also  his  roommate.  Hanson  works 
the  morning  shift,  from  5  a.m.  to  2 
p.m.  Hanson  says  the  most  difficult 
part  of  his  job  is  in  the  early  morning 
when  he  has  to  ask  the  homeless 
people  spending  the  night  inside  the 
garage  to  leave  "Sometimes  I  wait 
until  daylight  to  ask  them  to  leave," 
Hanson  says.  "I  feel  very  sorry  for 
them. " 

Hanson  and  Childers   agree  that 
times  have  changed  in  the  Tenderloin 
"People  don't  ask  for  quarters  any- 
more,  they   ask   for  dollars,"  says 
Childers,  as  they  both  laugh. 

Just  then  a  man  comes  by  with  a  tool 
box,  inquiring  if  Hanson  would  like  to 
buy  it  Hanson  turns  him  down  and 
says,  "See  what  I  mean?  You  work 
here  and  see  everything  you  can 
name." 

For  Childers.  the  corner  of  Leaven- 
worth and  Turk  is  a  scene  of  social 
drama.  "If  I  had  a  camera  I  could 
capture  almost  every  imaginable  act," 
he  says. 
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Herrington's 

9  Jones,  San  Francisco 
The  Friendly  Irish  Bar  &  Restaurant 


Sea  Food 
Exotic  Dishes 
Orders  to  Go 


Continental  Cuisine 
Daily  Specials 
Great  Bar 


With  Buddha  in  the  background,  these  kids  take  a  break  from  their  Mandarin 
Chinese  lessons  at  the  Ellis  Street  temple.  photo:  Greg  Gaar 

Children  Learn 

Chinese  Under 
Eye  of  Buddha 

by  Chanthonom  Ounkeo 

Every  afternoon  between  four  and 
six  o'clock,  the  Chinese  Buddhist 
temple  on  Ellis  Street  near  Jones 
undergoes  a  radical  transformation. 
Wooden  tables  and  benches  are 
pushed  away  from  the  sides  of  the 
room  and  set  up  in  rows  for  a 
Mandarin  Chinese  class  attended  by 
55  energetic  children  from  the  Tender- 
loin. 

Entering  the  temple  under  the 
facade  of  an  arched  tile  roof  jutting  out 
over  the  sidewalk  is  like  jumping 
straight  into  Chinatown  In  the  center 
of  the  room  is  an  altar  on  which  gilded 
Buddha  statues  sit  on  special  pede- 
stals surrounded  by  intricate  red  and 
gold  wood  carvings,  Chinese  lanterns, 
candles  and  burning  incense. 

Like  most  Buddhist  temples,  this 
one  is  an  important  part  of  the  local 
community.  During  the  day  and  in  the 
evening  adults  use  the  temples  for 
ceremonies  and  private  prayer.  But 
between  4  and  6  there  is  a  decidedly 
different  atmosphere  in  front  of  the 
Buddhas  as  dozens  of  young  children 
squirm  on  benches  as  they  listen  to 
their  Mandarin  Chinese  lessons. 

Lotus  Cheng,  one  of  three  teachers 
at  the  school,  says,  "I  love  to  teach  the 
children  even  though  sometimes 
they're  a  little  bit  naughty.  There's  so 
many  of  them  and  they  are  not  always 
listening  to  me." 

An  ethnic  Chinese  from  Vientiane, 
Laos.  Cheng  says,  "We  teach  Man- 
darin because  it  is  the  language  most 
Chinese  in  the  world  understand." 

Most  of  the  children  are  ethnic 
Chinese  from  Vietnam.  Cambodia  or 
Laos,  whose  native  dialect  is  Can 
tonese  or  Tcheiu  Chao,  not  Mandarin 
"Their  parents  want  them  to  learn 
different  Chinese  dialects,  not  just  the 
home  language."  says  Cheng.  "It  gets 
pretty  difficult  in  San  Francisco  if  you 
don't  know  more  than  one  dialect." 

Five-year-old  David  from  Vietnam 
says  he  sees  a  lot  of  Chinese 
characters  in  the  signs  and  shops  in 
the  Tenderloin.  "I  can  read  and  write 
Mandarin  a  lot  now,  but  not  quite 
everything,"  says  David  "I  want  to 
learn  Chinese  because  I  want  to  under- 
stand all  the  characters  " 

Long  Ngoc,  a  six-year-old  girl  from 
Vietnam,  says  she  comes  to  the  school 
every  day  because  her  parents  said  if 
she  learned  many  languages  in 
America  she  would  be  able  to  get  a  job 
when  she  finishes  school.  Nghia  Huu 
Tran.  9,  was  less  serious.  "I  come  here 
because  it's  fun  and  I  can  play  with 
my  friends  a  little  bit!" 


^    Now  serving  Sunday  Champagne  Brunch  11-3 

431-7441 


THi:  AFFORDABLF  MAIL  SFRVICL  ...  AND  D1iPIMBABUv} 


SECURE,  ULTRA  CONFIDENTIAL 

CHECK  YOUR  MAIL  FREE  BY  PHONE! 


It  is  our  business  to  assure  that  your  mail  is  your  business  alone. 

Continental  Mail  Co. 

537  JONES  ST.  (at  GEARY) 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94102 
MAILBOXES  FOR  RENT 


SPECIAL  STARTUP  RATES 
WITH  FIRST  TWO  MONTHS 
FREE 


3  months  $3  or  $1  per  month 
5  months  $8  or  $1 .60  per  month 
8  months  $15  or  $1.88  per  mo. 
14  months  $26  or  $1 .86  per  mo. 


WHY  PAY  MORE  FOR  LESS?  COMPARE! 

GOVERNMENT  CHECKS  CASHED  FOR 
MAIL  CLIENTS  (BY  APPOINTMENT) 
SOCIAL  SECURITY  ANDSSI  CLIENTS 
WELCOME! 


Bay  Area  Mail 
Service  leader  since 
1969. 

3  CASH  PRIZES  WEEKLY! 
FREE  MAIL  FORWARDING 

Get  your  mail  early! 


FOR  FULL  DETAILS,  PHONE: 
885-9555  (1  PM  -  7  PM) 
885-4123  (24  HOURS) 

EARLY  MAIL— OPEN  10  AM-7PM 


Early  Mail  -  Open  10  am  -  7  pm. 


EVENTS/ARTS 


Tenderloin  Times  10 


Blues  Scene  Grows  at  Geary  Piano  Bar 


Janice  Kind  tickles  the  ivories  at 
by  Sam  Quinones 

Outside  the  night  is  one  of  the 
coldest  so  far  this  winter.  A 
chilling  wind  sweeps  careless- 
ly over  the  hills  of  the  Tenderloin, 
clearing  the  streets  in  its  wake.  No  one 
spends  much  time  out  in  the  night. 

Halfway  between  Jones  and  Taylor 
on  Geary  Street  a  ghostly  blue  neon 
sign  presents  itself,  unblinking,  to 
passersby.  The  big  doors  under  the 
sign  need  a  shove,  but  once  opened 
the  warmth  inside  is  magnetic. 

It  s  called  the  Blue  Lamp,  one  of  the 
Tenderloin*s  more  relaxed  piano  bars 
As  you  enter,  the  room  turns  to 
observe  the  intruder,  then,  unim- 
pressed, turns  back  to  its  conversation 
and  drink.  Everything  in  the  bar  — the 
fireplace,  the  soft  couches,  the  red 
carpeting,  the  quiet  murmur  of  the 


the  Blue  Lamp's  piano  bar. 
drinkers -massages  the  new  arrival 
into  staying. 

From  the  piano  comes  a  bluesy 
version  of  '  Silent  Night."  The  music 
and  the  fire  together  define  the  bar's 
atmosphere.  It's  satisfying  to  find  a 
bar  in  which  you  are  able  to  hear 
yourself. 

Moving  up  to  the  piano,  encased  in  a 
black  bar  platform,  a  woman,  backed 
by  the  pianist,  is  singing  a  sleepy 
rendition  of  "Summertime,"  sounding 
something  like  Eartha  Kitt.  In  the 
background  there  are  the  usual  con- 
versations, couples  discussing  their 
lives,  things  past,  things  to  come. 

From  one  corner:  "Oh,  you're  not 
going  to  propose  to  me  again?" 

Between  chorus  and  verse:  "Just 
mind  your  own  business  and  shut  up. " 

Janice  King  presides  over  the  scene 
with  dignity  from  behind  the  big  black 


piano  Gently  taking  the  microphone 
from  the  singer,  who  has  shown 
unmistakable  signs  both  of  having  had 
too  much  to  drink  and  wanting  to  grace 
the  room  with  her  vocal  prowess  for  a 
good  long  time. 

Janice  is  the  reason  most  of  these 
people  are  at  the  Blue  Lamp  tonight. 
Her  beautiful  strong  voice,  remini- 
scent of  Esther  Philips,  voluminous 
piano  repertoire  and  calm  demeanor 
are  naturally  attracting  Nobody  who 
wants  to  sing  is  refused,  so  long  as 
Janice  knows  the  song.  Usually  she 
cToes,  switching  from  "Evil  Gal  Blues" 
to  "My  Way"  to  "Like  a  Bridge  Over 
Troubled  Waters"  and  offering  each 
singer  a  small  portion  of  instant 
stardom. 

Every  Thursday  through  Saturday 
night  Janice  is  at  the  piano.  San 
Francisco  is  the  latest  stop  for  her. 
arriving  here  from  Oklahoma  three 
years  ago  She's  been  singing  profes- 
sionally for  years,  doing  tours  through 
Europe  with  an  Australian  ragtime 
band  and  through  the  Midwest  with  a 
country-rock  band. 

This  Friday  offers  a  diverse  selec- 
tion of  songs  and  singers  A  regular  at 
the  Blue  Lamp  does  a  Latin  version  of 
"O  Come  All  Ye  Faithful"  and  a 
Japanese  man  living  in  the  United 
States  for  a  year  does  a  heavily- 
accented  rendition  of  Billie  Holliday's 
"All  of  Me." 

Finally,  as  the  evening  winds  down, 
a  woman  takes  a  swing  at  "Some- 
where Over  the  Rainbow."  Encou- 
raged by  those  around  her,  she  begins 
timidly  She  forgets  the  words  midway 
through  and,  in  a  chaotic  crescendo, 
everybody  chimes  in  to  give  her  a 
hand  With  renewed  confidence  she 
puts  the  full  force  into  the  song,  but 
then  trails  off.  Janice  at  the  piano 
smiles  understanding^  and  switches 
to  a  slow  blues. 


Christmas 
Play  Fills 

Empty  Rooms 

by  Emily  Cutler 

Adding  to  the  Christmas  spirit  in 
1985  were  the  Cadillac  Players, 
with  their  production  of  The 
Empty  Room,  which  reached  more 
than  500  people  through  different  runs 
in  the  neighborhood. 

Burghardt  Du  Bois  Jr.,  decked  out 
in  red  and  green,  opened  the  show 
with  a  jazzy  rendition  of  "Santa  Claus 
Is  Coming  To  Town."  Following  each 
presentation  of  the  play,  the  audience 
was  invited  to  sing  Christmas  carols 
with  the  cast. 

The  play  itself,  which  was  loosely 
based  on  Dickens'  A  Christmas  Carol, 
featured  Perry  Hill  in  the  role  of 
Festus  McStingy,  a  Scrooge-like  char- 
acter Hill  turned  in  a  strong  and  very 
entertaining  performance  The  other 
players  — Carl  Henry,  Flora  Harvey, 
Nancy  Hamptom,  Don  Troeger  and 
Frances  Middleton  —  all  worked  well 
together  to  present  an  interesting 
story  with  an  uplifting  Christmas 
theme. 

In  addition  to  several  performances 
in  the  Tenderloin,  the  McKesson 
Foundation  hired  the  company  to 
perform  for  the  foundation's  Annual 
Senior  Christmas  Dinner  at  Alamo 
Park  High  School. 

The  Cadillac  Players  are  produced 
by  EXITheatre,  a  Tenderloin-based 
theatrical  company  run  by  Christina 
Augello  that  is  doing  a  remarkable  and 
important  job  in  contributing  to  the 
cultural  life  of  Tenderloin  residents. 
Among  other  projects,  the  company  is 
planning  to  continue  High  Noon 
Theatre,  its  series  of  short  lunch-time 
plays.  They  are  eagerly  awaited 


Christmas 
Carolers 
Bring  Cheer 
to  TL  Streets 

by  Pete  Childress 

More  than  50  carolers  from  San 
Francisco  Network  Ministries 
strolled  through  the  Tender- 
loin shortly  before  Christmas  bringing 
tidings  of  joy  to  street  people  and 
neighborhood  residents. 

The  singers,  led  by  the  Rev.  Glenda 
Hope,  pastor  of  Seventh  Avenue 
Presbyterian  Church  and  co-director  of 
Network  Ministries,  crooned  Christ- 
mas favorites  in  the  lobbies  of  the 
Herald  Apartments  and  Ambassador, 
Dalt  and  Marlton  hotels,  harmonized 
in  front  of  Hospitality  House  and 
the  Salvation  Army,  and  brought  hope 
to  people  at  the  AIDS  vigil  at  United 
Nations  Plaza  Along  the  way  they 
were  joined  by  other  singers  from  the 
streets,  including  a  few  who  had  found 
their  Christmas  cheer  earlier  in  a  local 
bar. 

After  the  tour  of  carolling,  and  a 
party  and  pot-luck  dinner  at  the 
Herald,  half  of  the  chorus  went  to 
Shanti  House  on  Fillmore  Street  to 
sing  for  Mel  Ward,  who  was  diagnosed 
with  AIDS  last  spring 

The  carrolling  idea  originated  four 
years  ago  with  the  Seventh  Avenue 
Presbyterian  Church's  late  choir  direc- 
tor. Randy  Feldt.  who  died  in 
September  Feldt  said  he  had  dreamed 
of  the  day  when  there  would  be 
"thousands  of  people  walking  through 
San  Francisco  singing  Christmas  car- 
ols each  year. " 


'Color  Purple'  Comes  Alive  on  Silver  Screen 


by  Emily  Cutler 

I think  if  the  color  purple  grows  in  a 
field,  it  is  a  shame  if  nobody  is 
there  to  notice  it."  says  Shug 
Avery,  a  character  in  the  recently 
released  movie,  The  Color  Purple 
This  film  is  such  a  fine  production  that 
it  is  in  no  danger  of  not  being  noticed, 
despite  curious  lukewarm  reviews 
from  the  local  dailies.  First  told  in  a 
Pulitzer  Prize  winning  novel  written  by 
San  Francisco  resident  Alice  Walker,  a 
deeply  compelling  story  is  presented 
with  great  cinematic  skill  by  Steven 
Spielberg. 

Centered  on  the  experiences  of  a 
black  woman  named  Celie,  whose  life 
in  the  early  1900's  was  frought  with 


severe  oppression,  the  movie  begins 
with  scenes  from  Celie's  childhood.  As 
the  story  develops,  Celie  adapts  to  her 
circumstances  by  talking  with  God  and 
hoping  that  some  day  she  will  be 
reunited  with  her  sister  and  her 
children.  The  thread  of  Celie's  life 
carries  along  through  an  engrossing 
set  of  character  studies  of  early  20th 
century  black  women. 

Whoopi  Goldberg,  who  plays  the 
adult  Celie,  comes  across  so  perfectly 
there  are  many  scenes  in  which  she 
simply  stands  or  looks  at  a  situation  to 
charm  the  audience. 

As  a  visual  experience.  The  Color 
Purple    treats    the    audience    to  a 


plethora  of  colorful  scenes.  The  pace 
keeps  the  viewer  fully  caught  up  for  at 
least  three  quarters  of  the  movie  when 
the  tempo  slackens.  But  by  that  time  it 
doesn't  matter,  for  we  are  already 
wrapped  up  in  the  lives  of  Celie  and 
the  people  around  her. 

Many  triumphs  of  the  human  spirit 
against  senseless  oppression  make 
this  work  a  rewarding  experience.  It 
presents  a  strong  statement  about  how 
in  each  human  being,  there  is 
something  special  and  unique  to  be 
valued  When  we  fail  to  appreciate  the 
people  at  hand  in  our  lives,  we  lose. 

The  Color  Purple  is  a  film  worth 
seeing  more  than  once,  and  it  should 
become  a  classic 
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Support  our  Advertisers! 


LAFAYETTE  COFFEE  SHOP— NOW  OPEN! 

250  Hyde  Street  S.F.  CA.  94102  (415)  441-4884  Hours:  7:00  a.m.  to  9:30  p.m.  except  Thursday 

closed  for  7  months  due  to  fire  and  water  damage 
in  the  hotel  above. 
Jack  Chow,  Owner/Cook  since  1973 

DAILY  DINNER  SPECIAL  TODAY'S  DINNER  SPECIAL 


DINNER 

ALA  CARTE 

$3.70 

CROSS  RIB  

 $3.05 

$5  95 

PRIME  RIB   

 $5.25 

$3  80 

CHICKEN  FRIED  STEAK 

(Breaded  Top  Round  Steak)  . 

 $3.25 

$3.55 

HAM  STEAK  WITH  FRUIT  . 

 $2  90 

$3  80 

VEAL  CUTLETS   

 $3.25 

$3  40 

SAUSAGE  WITH  FRUIT 

 $2.75 

$3  80 

PORK  CHOPS   

 $3.25 

$3  55 

 $2.90 

$3  35 

LIVER  &  ONIONS   

 $2.70 

$3  55 

GROUND  ROUND  STEAK 

 $2.90 

$3  35 

ROAST  CHICKEN   

 $2.70 

DINNER 


ALA  CARTE 


Dinoer  includes  soup,  salad,  bread,  tea  and  dessert. 


WE  SERVE  GOOD  BREAKFAST,  LUNCH,  AND  DINNER 
AND  AT  A  GOOD  PRICE  TOO! 

JSSSSSSS 


MON  $3  30  TURKEY  ALA  KING  ... 

$3  70  POT  ROAST  .'.  

$3  75  ROAST  LOIN  OF  PORK 

$3  55  BEEF  STEW   

$3.55  TURKEY   

$3.75  SHORT  RIBS   

$3.55  STUFF  BELL  PEPPER 

$3  70  CORNED  BEEF   

$3  70  CORNED  BEEF   

$3  55  BAKE  HAM  

$3  55  COD  FISH   

$3.55  TURKEY   

$5  95  PRIME  RIB  

$3  55  TENDERLOIN  TIPS 

$5  95  PRIME  RIB 

$3  75  BAR  BQ  PORK 

WINE  or  BEER  $1  10 


TUE 

WED 

THU 
FRI 


SAT 


SUN 


$2  65 
$3  05 
$3  10 
$2.90 
$2  90 
$3.10 
$2  90 
$3  05 
$3  05 
$2  90 
$2  90 
$2  90 
$5  25 
$2  90 
$5  25 
$3  10 


ADVICE 
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senior  space 


Pension  Blues 


by  Myra  Van  Aerts 

Hard  luck  story  one.  After  a  long 
career  with  a  bank  in  the 
Mission  District,  Maeve  Riley 
was  asked  to  resign  following  a  mild 
heart  attack  The  bank  gave  her  a 
splendid  retirement  party  and  off  she 
went  with  tears  of  gratitude  in  her 
eyes.  They  soon  turned  to  tears  of 
despair  when  she  was  unable  to 
qualify  for  Social  Security  Disability 
and.  at  her  age.  couldn't  get  another 
job  With  nothing  but  a  small  pension 
to  live  on.  she  was  forced  to  spend  her 
savings  on  living  expenses  and 
medical  bills  until  she  could  qualify  for 
welfare. 

Hard  luck  story  two.  Desiree 
Kusinich  worked  as  a  waitress  and 
paid  into  her  union  pension  fund  for  26 
years  before  finally  retiring  at  age  71. 
However,  she  was  denied  a  pension  be- 
cause of  a  two-year  hiatus  from  work 
Most  union  pension  plans  have  a 
break  in-service  clause  that  reduces  or 
denies  benefits  to  its  participants 
Many  workers  are  unaware  of  this 
provision  because  they  haven't  read 
their  contracts  carefully. 

What  Maeve  and  Desiree  learned  at 
their  own  expense  is  that  if  there  is  one 
thing  that  corporations,  unions  and 
government  have  in  common  it's  a 
burning  desire  not  to  pay  a  pension 
These  two  women  who  came  to  Legal 
Assistance  to  the  Elderly  for  help  are 
examples  of  that  sorry  maxim:  If  only  I 
had  known  then  what  I  know  now!  For 
this  reason.  LAE  has  for  some  time 
wanted  to  expand  its  community 
education  program  to  reach  peole  who 
have  not  yet  retired  to  warn  them 


about  potential  problems  and  how  to 
avoid  them  before  it's  too  late. 

So  next  year  LAE  is  breaking  new 
ground  when,  together  with  the 
Women's  Resource  Center  and  the 
gerontology  program  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Community  College  District,  it 
holds  its  first  retirement  planning 
workshop:  "How  Not  to  be  a  Baglady 
(Man)  "  The  workshop  is  aimed  at 
people  of  modest  income  and  will 
cover  a  whole  spectrum  of  retirement 
issues  Financial  planning,  keeping  fit, 
what  you  can  expect  from  the  govern- 
ment, avoiding  catastrophes,  age  dis- 
crimination and  health  care  planning 
are  some  of  the  topics.  Sadja  Green- 
wood, physician  and  author  of  Meno- 
pause. Naturally,  will  talk  about  pro- 
moting wellness.  Joy  Maulitz.  attorney 
with  Farnsworth.  Saperstein  &  Selig- 
man.  will  discuss  age  discrimination 


and  Martha  Waddell.  financial  planner 
with  E  F  Hutton  will  talk  about 
managing  your  money. 

The  workshop  will  be  held  on 
Saturday.  February  1  and  Saturday. 
March  1  in  the  Auditorium  of  Mission 
Community  College.  33  Gough  Street 


(near  Market  and  Van  Ness).  The 
workshop  is  free,  and  free  refresh- 
ments, tea  and  coffee  are  being 
provided  If  you  are  interested  in 
attending,  pre-registration  is  advised 
Call  the  Women's  Resource  Center  at 
239-3005  for  more  information. 


A  Co-ed  Co-op  at 
The  Heart  of  the  City 


•  private  rooms 

•  downtown  location 

•  commuter  connections 

•  2  fine  meals  dally 

•  weekly  maid  service 

•  snack  canteen 

•  2  spacious  lounges 

(smoking  1  nonsmokingi 

•  sun  deck  •  laundry  facilities 

•  option  to  participate 

In  management  process 

•  24-hour  desk  service 


accomodations  for  single  women 
forsinglemen 
for  parent  with  onechild 

All  for  $349-401 

per  month 
or  $125  per  week 

Civic  Center  Residence 

44  McAllister  St.  431-2870 


The  next  frontier: 
Peace 


Six  selected  arti- 
cles on  the  natural- 
ness of  peace. 
Introduction  by 
Earl  Foell,  Editor- 
in-Chief  of  The 
Christian  Science 
Monitor. 


This  booklet  challenges 
the  inevitability  of  conflict.  It 
shows  how  peace  can  be  waged 
and  won  in  individual  lives.  In 
your  life. 

Read  Waging  peace:  the  spiritual 
basis.  It  asks  you  to  consider  peace  and 
your  role  in  it  from  a  new  perspective. 
A  perspective  that  includes  all  mankind. 

Explore  the  next  frontier.  Peace. 
This  booklet  is  available  for  sale  at 
your  local  Christian  Science  Reading 
Room. 


Reading  Room  987-6756 

10  Ellis  Street  at  Stockton,  94102 

Daily  9:00  am  to  7:00  pm 

Wednesday  9:00  am  to  6:00  pm 

Sundays  1 :30  pm  to  4:30  pm 


POPPERS 

YOUR  HEALTH, 
&  A.I.D.S. 


Why  Take 
The  Risk? 


Why  all  the  concern  about 
poppers  now? 

For  years  studies  have  revealed 
that  inhaling  poppers  often  leads 
to  acute  and  chronic  problems,  like 
headaches  and  dizziness  A  few 
deaths  have  been  linked  to  poppers 
use.  With  the  outbreak  of  the  AIDS 
epidemic,  researchers  have  studied 
how  poppers  affect  the  immune 
system.  Preliminary  tests  indicate 
that  poppers  can  weaken  the 
body's  immune  system.  Other  AIDS 
experts  think  poppers  may  lead  to 
the  development  of  Kaposi's  sar- 
coma (KS).  one  of  the  diseases 
linked  to  AIDS. 

In  September  scientists  at  the 
National  Jewish  Center  for  Immu- 
nology and  Respiratory  Medicine 
reported  that  inhaling  poppers 
caused  definite  damage  to  cells 
that  are  crucial  to  the  immune 
system 

But  I  only  use  poppers  once  a 
week  when  I  go  dancing. 

Infrequent  "hits"  of  poppers  are 
better  than  regular,  heavy  use.  But 
even  rninimal  use  may  weaken 
your  body's  immune  system. 


But  my  partner  and  I  have  better 
sex  when  we  use  poppers. 

Good  sex  contributes  to  good 
health.  But  using  poppers  makes  it 
difficult  to  avoid  those  sex  practices 
that  place  you  at  nsk  for  exposure 
to  AIDS  The  fust  time  you  have  sex 
without  poppers  may  be  different 
You  may  need  to  take  more  time 
More  and  more  people  report  that 
after  an  adjustment,  sex  without 
poppers  is  still  exciting  and  fun 

Give  it  a  chance,  keep  it  hot 
and  healthy 

TAKE  ACTION  AND  PROTECT  YOUR 
HEALTH. 

The  best  strategy  is  to  stop 
altogether. 

Research  has  found  the  use  of 
poppers  dangerous  to  the  body's 
ability  to  fight  disease  and  generally 
bad  for  your  health.  Don't  take  the 
nsk  Stop  using  poppers  altogether 
Spread  the  word  to  your  friends 

Enjoy  sober  and  sale  sex. 

Some  people  use  relaxation  and 
then  deep  rapid  breathing  to  get 
high  sexually.  Others  get  off  on 
intimacy  with  their  partners.  Exper- 
iment and  find  what  works  best 
for  you. 


Learn  how  to  refuse  poppers. 

Many  people  now  refuse  to  use 
poppers,  you're  not  alone  when 
you  say  "No  thanks  "  If  your  partner 
insists,  take  the  bottle  and  then 
hand  it  back  Or  accept  it  but  don't 
sniff  them.  With  regular  partners, 
agree  to  get  off  on  each  other 
without  poppers 

Help  is  available. 

Make  a  personal  decision  to  stop 
using  poppers  and  discuss  it  with  a 
few  friends  and/or  sex  partners 
Get  help  when  you  have  difficulty 
following  your  decision  to  stop 
For  more  information  call. 

The  AIDS  Hotline:  (415)  863- AIDS 
For  substance  abuse  counseling 
call: 

18th  Street  Services  (415)  861-4898 

AVOID  THE  THREAT  OF  POPPERS1 
GET  HIGH  ON  YOUR  HEALTH! 

Presented  by  the  Substance  Abuse 
and  AIDS  Task  Force  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  Committee  to 
Monitor  Poppers. 


Funded  by  the  San  Francisco  AIDS  Foundalion/SF 
Department  ol  Public  Health 

Text  by  Michael  Helquist 
Design  by  Tandy  Belew 
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ON  KAY  LU 


(AtinhAnrS1.nof,TQ?«",hay        Jl!f  nonex,stant  committee,  the  bogey  man  invented  by  Pol  Pot  to  justify  the  unjustifiable 
PoIpo?^ 

of  Cambodia.  The  Pol  Pot  Organ.zation  was  in  turn  thrown  out ^by  me  VietnTmese     P    P   "  °Ver  006  ,h'rd  °f  the  P°Pulatlon 


Dawn  road  littered  with 
dreams 

Broke  like  bird  wings 
Soft  child  eyes  look  out 
on  dead  world-and  say- 
guilty! 

Stain  the  faces  of  black  clad  beasts- 
in  the  eyes,  on  the  hearts  of  the 
heartless,  who  say 
Faster!  Walk  faster! 
You  go  to  see  On  Kay  Lu 

Blasted  road-full-too 
empty  for- 
dreams, 

Dust  trampled  dreams,  blossom 
tossed-dreams  that  say 
guilty! 

Stains  the  soul  of  those  who  wear 
red  scarves,  of  the 
soul-less,  who  say 
Faster!  Walk  faster! 
You  go  to  see  On  Kay  Lu. 

Blood  dusty  road  grabs  at  feet, 
dreams 

go  nowhere,  Phnom  Penh  a 
century  ago-tomorrow  a  dream- 
tortured  self  says 
guilty! 

Rest,  a  brief  respite 
as  black  beasts  say 
Faster!  Walk  faster! 
You  go  to  see  On  Kay  Lu. 

Mind  trance,  lead 
step  after  leaden  step- 
send  me  a  vision-a 
dream-a  place  clean  and  white. 

Heartless  dream  hope  white  and  white, 
Soul  draws  tight  your  fears  delay, 
Pray  your  countenance  be  bright. 


A  whited  bird  in  perilous  flight 
Dives  through  night,  day  and  day, 
Heartless  dream  hope  white  and  white 

White  and  white  tears  my  sight, 
Wiser  kind  may  lead  the  way, 
Pray  your  countenance  be  bright. 

Soul  screams  out  in  wordless  fright. 
Shame  may  teach  you  how  to  pray,  ' 
Heartless  dream  hope  white  and  white. 
A  golden  bubble  breaks  in  light, 
An  unstraight  path  leads  you  astray, 
Pray  your  countenance  be  bright. 

From  voluptuous  apple  take  a  bite, 
Brought  to  you  on  hammered  tray, 
Heartless  dream  hope  white  and  white, 
Pray  your  countenance  be  bright. 

The  road  passes  scene  on  scene, 
Horror  slides  red  on  green, 
Dreams  are  set  on  peaceful  rest, 
As  sun  moves  finally  into  the  west, 
Pol  Pot's  soldiers  say  to  you, 
"Rest  at  the  temple  for  On  Kay  Lu." 

Pagoda  walls  green  aged  grace, 
incense  drifts  on  morning  air- 
Diamond  drop  on  bamboo  stalk 
rest  a  moment  -here. 

Pagoda  walls-500  years  of 
prayers-bullet  marked  dignity, 
chanting  on  morning  air- 
Pali 

clear,  a  birdsong  cut  off  mid-note- 

Pagoda  walls,  scream  with 
pain, 

as  knives  slide  into  yellow  robed  flesh- 
Chants  ended  as 
diamond 

drop- 

falls- 

from  bamboo  shoot. 


Rest  here  for  On  Kay  Lu 

Numbed  and  tired  I  went  for  water  at  the  well- 
A  moment  of  hope  a  magic  spell. 

I  saw  you,  straight,  along  the  way, 
You  were  rose  kissed  copper  brown, 
You  looked  into  my  heart  as  I  turned  to  say 
love,  and  your  smile  sad  had  quickly  grown. 

My  heart  is  bruised,  I  dare  not  hope 
that  you  would  say  love,  and  still, 
You  stand  before  me  like  a  silken  rope, 
And  out  of  dream  spun  soul  ran  my  will. 

I  admired  the  way  you  tied  your  sarong, 
As  you  stood  upon  that  greatful  place, 
Still  boned  goddess  who  does  no  wrong, 
you  placed  your  gift  upon  my  face. 

Your  smile  fell  on  my  heart  like  rain 

and  blessed  my  soul  and  soothed  the  pain. 

Dawn  came  and  road  was  clean 
-full  of  dreams 
made  fresh  with  hope, 
we  walked  together,  where 
no  one  could  touch- 
As  soldiers  said 
Faster!  Walk  faster! 
You  go  to  see  On  Kay  Lu. 


We  knew  then-in  our  two  souls- 


Kampuchea  lives! 


Robert  Brideaux 


INVESTMENT  (IN  FREEDOM) 

(For  Nelson  and  Winnie  Mandela  and  the 
People,  in  Memory  of  Steve  Biko) 


It  is  late  in 
South  Africa, 
blood, less 
hours,  sacrificed 
street  saints, 
Apostles  of  Azania, 
adolescent  martyrs 
lives  marred  by 
Western  gold; 
blood  blackened 
bones,  hearts 
bared  to  mock 
a  people's  fear, 
making  hollow 
their  deepest 
affections- 
lighting  the  way 
through  the  world's 
long  night  to 
Africa's  dawn. 


Jon  Eckels 


OUR  CIVILIZATION  STOLEN 


Our  civilization  stolen. 

History's  greatest  robbery, 

From  which  the  thieves  grow  swollen, 

And  frown  on  us  with  snobbery. 

On  our  blood  they've  gorged, 

Those  who  usurped  Eden. 

This  empire  it  was  forged, 

Then  fell  to  ancient  Sweden, 

By  those  from  southern  Russia, 

The  caucusus  region, 

As  when  their  kind  in  Prussia, 

Sacked  Rome  and  all  its  legion. 

Black  Africans  did  settle, 
Communities  developed, 
With  farms  and  smelted  metal. 
Before  they  were  enveloped. 
The  Persiatic  Aryans, 
When  they  ran  out  of  room, 
Became  war  barbarians, 
Like  Precursors  of  doom. 
With  strikes  and  raids  incessant 
With  spears  and  bows  and  arrows 
They  swept  the  Fertile  Crescent 
Then  launched  the  reign  of  pharoahs 


Moving  east  and  west  and  south, 

Before  the  first  inscription, 

Like  a  beast  with  fang-toothed  mouth, 

They  claim  what's  Egyptian. 

Across  the  Indian  sub-continent 

They  began  to  push 

But  Black  defense  was  obstinante, 

In  the  mountains  Hindu  Kush. 

Out  of  the  confusion, 

Of  this  widespread  fighting, 

Came  large  scale  ethnic  fusion, 

And  the  birth  of  writing. 

One  such  mix  was  Judah, 
Those  people  known  as  Hebrews, 
But  black  as  night  was  the  Buddha, 
Greatest  and  wisest  of  Hindus. 
Africa  they  did  rob  and  strip, 
And  continue  to  defrock, 
But  as  they  lose  their  grip, 
Time  runs  out  on  their  clock. 
As  has  been  oft  predicted, 
Her  place  she  shall  recover 
From  whence  she  was  evicted. 
Africa,  I  love  her. 


ATOMIC 
atomic 

the  atoms  of  eternity  flowing 

within  the  atmosphere, 

ancient  spirits, 

ancient  spiritual  molecules 

taken  in  by  me 

intravenously. 

karmic  fears  withold 

in  our  witheld  emotion 

dirty  scars  left  exposed  to 

the  wind. . . . 

counterparts  face  off  with  swords, 

kill  each  other  in  mute  agony 

through  the  solar  plexis 

the  planets  revolve  around 

a  central  void 

men  scream  in  pain — 

women  overjoyed. 

junky  jazz, 

mid-thirties  junk  blowing  in  the  wind 
in  the  skin  of 
desperate  civilizations 

Donald  MacLaren 


Jeff  Houston 


LENVIN  &  GESMER 
Attorneys 

General  Civil  Practice 
Including: 

•  Personal  Injury 

•  Landlord/Tenant 

•  Consumer  Law 

626-1242 

1242  Market  Street 


345  TAYLOR  STREET 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94102 


TELEPHONE 
415-673-2332 


OLD  MAGAZINES  & 

PAPER  ITEMS 
BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 

Girly  —  Movie  —  Rock  — 
Fashion  —  etc 

Noon  to  7  p.m.  Mon.  to  Sat. 
731  LARKIN 


■sssssssssssssssssssssssssssa 


i  ANGELOS  HAIR  SALON 
&  ELECTROLYSIS 
CLINIC 

for  men  and  women's 
hair  needs 


Haircuts 

Perms 

Sets 


starting  at  $8 
$25 
$8  50 


i 


Call  Angelo 
600  Ellis  673-7628 
sssssssssssssssssssssssssss 
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TIN  TUC  CONG  DONG  NGUOI  VIET  Vietnamese  community  news  1 

Ba  To"  Chile 
Viet,  Mien, 
Lao  Dude  Cap 
Ngan  Khoan 


16  Ngtfdi  Da  Bi  Ch§t:  Le  TUdng  Niem  Cho 
Ngudi  V6-Gia-Cu  Chet  Tren  DUdng  Pho 


Dennis  Conkin        Rob  Waters 

Khi  than  xac  kheng  con 
hbi  thd  cua  Jack  Faulkner 
dutic  tim  thay  cuon  tron 
trong  mot  tui  ngu  mau  vang 
tan  ta  nam  trong  bai  dau  xe 
gin  St.  Anthony's  Dining 
Room  thang  trdbc  ,  anh  ta  la 
ngu'di  thd^l6  bi  chet  tren 
dddng  pho  San  Francisco 
trong  nam  1985,  theo  ho"  s6 
cua  thi  xa  ma  bbn  ba'o  co 
dlfdc. 

Mot  buoi  le  tddng  niem 
cho  anh  Faulkner  va  15  ngdbi 
vo^gia  cd  khac  3a  chet  tren 
du'dng  ph6  da  dddc  tbvchdc 
tai  cong  vien  Boeddeker  vao 
ngay  23/12/85.  Bu6i  le  da 
dddc  hu'dng  dan  bdi  tarn  vi 
tu  si  Tin  lanh,  Do  thai, 
va  Phat  Giao.  Muc^  sd  Glenda 
Hope  khai  mac  buoi  le  tuyen 
bo, "-©ay  la  mot  dip  de  chiing 
ta  tiling  niem  nhdng  nj>ddi 
da  chet  tren  dutfng  pho  va 
dong  th6i  cung  no  ldc^  tranh 
te  trang  nSy  tiep  dien  nay 
mai."  ' 

Muc  sd  Hope  nbi  them, 
"Thdbng  de  keu  goi  chung  ta 
cung  no  ldc  dong  gbp  cho 
mot  ngay  trong  do  mpi  ngdbi 
deu  co  du  cdm  an  a'o  mac, viec 
lam  va  tinh  yeu."  Muc  sil 
Hope  la  giam  doc  He  Thong 
Tu  Si  ,  mot  tb  chdc  tbngiao 
o*  Tenderloin . 

■Dai  ddc  Thich  Td"  Ldc  cung 
ia  tung  kinh  cau_sieu  cho 
cac  vong  linh  bang  Viet  Ngu 
va  Anh  Ngd.  -Dai  -Ddc  niem 
Ion,  "Nguyen  cau  cho  nhdng 
chung  sanh  dau  khb  dddc  het 
khb  dau  va  cb  du  dung  ldc 
cho  minh.  Nguyen  cau  fide 
Phat  gia  ho  cho  vong  linh 
nhdng^  ngddi  vb  gia  cu  da 
bo  minh  trong  gia  lanh." 

Thi  si  Ezekiel  L.  J.Ward, 
mot  ngddi  vb  gia  cd  d  Tend- 
erloin, da  tuyen  bo,  "Hay 
cha*m  ddt  tinh  trang  nay. 
Hay  cho  moi  ngddi  co  ndi  an 
chon  6."  Hoa  tddng  niem 
cung  da  dilbc  trong  trong  dip 
nay . 


„  Photo:  Sara  Colm 

Dai  Due  Thich  Tu*  Lu;c  cOng  vdi  tu  sjTin  Lanh  Va  Do  Thai  Giao  dang  13m  le° 
tudng  n£im  ca'c  ngu&i  v8  gia  cifchSt  tre^n  dddhg  ph6*' 

Rev.  Thich  Tu  Luc  joined  Christian  and  Jewish  clergy  to  mourn  the  deaths  of 
homeless  people  on  the  streets  this  year. 

sdc  khbe  yeu  kern  cung  nhd 
khbng  cb'  kha  n£ng  va  phddng 
tie,n  cho  van  3e~  y  te'ca 
nhan,  cac  ngddi  vo  gia  cd 
thddng  phai  nhap  vi£,n 
thddng  xuyen  va  hp  thuttng 
m3c  rat  nhieu  benh  khac. 


•V  v 

Ngay  sau  buoi  le,  the 

Central  City^ Shelter  Network 
(CCSN)  da  mdvmbt  cube  hop 
ba'o   va  phafc  pha"t  mot  ban  bao 
cao  cua  CCSN  va  The  Tender- 
loin Times.  Bin  ba'o  cao  naTy 
cho  biet  rang: 

*Cb  it  nhat  la  16  ngddi 
vb  £ia  cd  da  chet  tren  ddbg 
phb  San  Francisco  vao  nam 
1985  vi  benh  t^t  phat  xua't 
td  nhdng  ngay  lang  thang 
tren  clddng  phb".  Cac  benh 
nay  cb  du  td  benh  mat  nhiet 
do,  cam  cum,  den  benh  tim 
hay  than. 

*Cac  trung  tarn  tarn  tru 
do  thi  £a  dai  tho  luon  lubn 
ch^t  ngddi;  vi  the,  hang 
dem  khoang  60-80  ngd6i  phai 
bi  td  chbi  ndi  tarn  tru. 

*Benh  xa'  Central  Emer- 
gency 6  50  Iw  Street  dang 
bi  de  doa  dbnt   cda  vao 
thang  Tu  tdi.  Benh  xa'  na"y 
cung  cap  dich  vu  y  te'ean 
ban  cho  ngub'i  vb  gia  cd  va 
ng:U£o  khb. 

*Ngoai  nhu'ng  ngd6i  da  bi 
chet,  c5c  chuyen  gia  y  te' 
cho  biet  rang  vT  tinh  trang 


Bac  Si  David  Werdegar, 
giam  doc  so  Y  Te'cua  thi 
xa  nbi  rang  tinh  trang  vb 
gia  cd  da  dong  gdp  cho  nhdg 
cai  chet  cua  16  ngd6i  tren. 
Bac  Si  nbi,"Vo  gia  cd  la 
dau  mbi  cua  chet  choc. Ho 
bi  cam  gib,  bi  han  phong, 
va  chet." 

Ba'c  si  Daniel  Wlodarczyk, 
giam  Bbc  chddng  trinh  y  te' 
cho  nhdng  ngd6i  vb  gia  cil 
noi  rang  tinh  trang  gialanh 
tren  "dubng  phb' cd  the  giet 
cac  ngdbi  vb  gia  cd  ^'xay  ra 
hSng  dem  d  thi  xa  nay." 

^Bac  si  Wlodarczyk  tin 
rang  phai  can  co  them  nhdng 
dich  vu  cho  nguVJi  vo  gia  cd. 
Ong  nbi  tiep,  "Tbi  khbng 
nghi  la  mot  xa  hoi  van  minh 
nhd^the  nay  lai  de  cho 
ngdbi  ta  chet  vi"gia  lanh 
tren  "du'dng  phb." 


Ldp  Hpa  Ngu  Cho  Tre  Em  Tenderloin 


Chanthanom  Ounkeo 

Niem  Phat  "Dddng  cua  ng 
Trung  Hoa  Q  tren  ddbng  Ellis 
gan  du'dng  Jones  cd  t6v  chuc 
mbt^ldp  hoc  Hoa  ngd^cho 
chdng  55  em  nho  6  khu  Ten- 
derloin. Cd'  mbi  chieu  td" 
4  den  6     ,  ni£m  Phat  du'dng 
dddc  don  dep  ban  ghe'  theo 
kieu  mot  ldp  hoc  6e  cho  cac 
em  ngoi. 

^Khi  bade  vao  Niem  Ph^t 
Di/dng  nay  qua  mot  canh'cUa 
tarn  quan,  ngu'di  ta  cb  cam 
tu'dng  nhd  di  thang  vao  mot 
khu  pho  Tau.  d'ehinh  giua 
la  mot  ba*n  thd  Phat  To"  vdi 
tuong  Ph5t  ngoiv  tren  tda  . 
sen,  bao  boc  bdi  dieu  khac 
sdn  mau  vang  va  do,  cung 
v6i  den  nen ,  nhang  khoi ,  va 
cac  dung  cu  nghi  le-1  kha"c. 
Cung  nhd  cac  chua  khac, niem 
Ph^t  addng  nay  la  mot  phan 
sinh  hoat  qudn  trong  cua 
cong  "dong  thieu  sb'ngddi 
Trung  Hoa. 


Nhdng  cai  canh  khac  la  d 
day  la  cho  ca'c  em  be  -Dong 
Nam  A  ngbi  tren  cac  ghe'  go 
lang  nghe  giang  day  bang 
tieng  Tau  truxdc  dien^Ph^t. 
Cai  canh  nay  khac  vdinhdng 
luc  khi  nbi  nay  dude  dung 
lam  ndi  chiem  bai  cho  ngu'di 
ldn. 

Lotus  Cheng,  mot  trong  ba 
thay  gia'o  dv  day  nbi, "Tbi 
thich  day  tre  em  du  co  luc 
ca'c  em  cung  hdi  ngov  nghich 
qua  dang.  Cac  em  thi  nhieu 
qua  va  chung  no  dbi  luc  khbg 
lang  nghe  tbi  nbi  gi"  ca." 

Lotus  Cheng  la  mot  ngddi 
goc  Hoa  td  Va.n  Tddng.  Ba 
noi, "Chung  tbi  day  tieng 
Quan  Thoai  vi  hau  het  ngdbi 
Hoa  kie*u  tren  the'  gid'i  deu 
hieu  ti^ng  nay." 

Hau  het  hoc  sinh  la  tre 
em  gbc  Hoa  ttf  Viet  Nam.,  La'o 
hay  Cam  Bo't .   Nhung  em  nay 
thu'dng  no'i  tieng  Quang  Dong 
hay  Tried  Chau.   Ba  Cheng  nbi 


"Cha  m^  ca'c  em  mubn  cac  em 
hoc  du  ca'c  tho*  ngd  Tau  chd' 
khong  chi  ngbn  ngu  rieng  cua 
ho.  6  San  Francisco,  neuban 
khbng  biet  nhieu  tho"  ngd", 
ban  thddng  gap  khb  khan 
khi  nbi  chuyen  vdi  ngdbi  g"b'c 
Hoa." 

Em  Davis,   5  tubi,   td  Viet 
nam, nbi  rang  em  thay  cac 
bang  hieu  d  Tenderloin  bang 
chd  Tau.  "Era  cb  the  doc  va 
viet  tiefig  QuanThoai,  it  nhieu 
luc  nay  roi.  Era  mubh  dupe 
hieu  het  tat  ca  ca'c  chd  viet 
bang  tieng  Ta*u." 

Be  Long  Ngoc ,   6  tubi,  den 
td  VietNam  cho  biet  rang  ba 
me  em  bao  rang  neu  em  hoc 
dude  nhieu  thd' tieng  em  se 
de  kiem  vi§c  lam  hdn  khi 
hoc  xong.  Mot  em  khac,  Tran 
Hiiu  Nghia,  9  tubi,  thi"  chi 
cho  rang  em  den  hoc  cho  vui 
thbi.  Em  nbi, "Em  cd  theV  dua 
chbi  d  day  vdi  ban  be  cuaem 
thich  thu  lam." 


Chanthanom  Ounkeo 

Ba  to  chdc  cpng  dong  cf 
Tenderloin  vda  dddc  cap  mQt 
ngan  khoan  tdN  chi'nh  quyen 
lien  bang  de"  dam  tra'ch  mot 
chu'dng  trinh  huan  nghe  va 
tim  viec  lam  cho  dan  ty  nan 
ke  td^  thang  nay.  Day  la  lan 
dau  o  San  Francisco,  mot 
ngan  khoan  ldn  dtfdc  cung  cap 
cho  nhdng  to  chdc  cpng  dong 
chd'  khbng  phai  la  cac  cd  so1 
dinh  cd  ty  nan  cd  tu 
lau. 

So' ngan  khoan  $159,000 
da  ddbc  danh  cho  ba  to1  chuc 
—  The  Lao  Seri  Association, 
Cambodian  Community  Project, 
va  Vietnamese  Educators  of 
the  Bay  Area.  Tieu  chi  cho 
dd  an  nay  la  huan  ngh^  va 
kiem  viec  l^m  cho  hdn  60 
ngddi  ty.  nan  vdi  kha  nang 
Anh  Ngd  gidi  han  vao  nam 
1986. 

» 

Ong  Bounchanh  Thepkaysone 
Chu  Tich  Hpi  Lao  Seri  giai 
thich, "Ngdbi  -Dong  Nam  A' hay 
bi  coi  nhd  mot  cpng  dong 
khbng  c6  sd  khac  biet.  Thdc 
ra  thi  chung  tbi  cd  nhieu 
cai  kha'c  nhau  lam,  va  ba  tb 
chuc  chung  toi   lam  viec  doc 
lap  nhdng  trong  cung  mot  dd 
an  se  giup  cho  sd  thau  hieu 
nhau  hdn.  Chu'dng  trinh  nay 
rat  la  hap  d§n  doi  vdi  chug 
tbi  vi  day  la  cd  hbi  ma  chug 
tbi  chdfig  to  rang  c6  the' 
quan  tri  dddc  dd  ah  mot  ca'ch 
dpc  lap'." 

Lop  hoc  se  bat  dau  vao 
ngay  13  thang  Gieng  n§"y  va 
se  ke'o  dai  16  tuan  cho  trinh 
do  ESL  50x100.  Hpc  vien  se 
hoc  Anh  Ngd  dong  thbi  hpc 
each  tim  va  gidvviec  d^  xd' 
nay  bdi  ca'c  ldp  hpc  songngd. 
Hp  cung  se  difdc  hu'dng  dan 
nhdng  kha  nang  can  ban  ve" 
cbng  viec  d  khach  san,  nha 
giat,  va  ban  hang  le.  Lcrp 
hpc  se  duvbc  tiep  tuc  bdi  ba 
tuan  le  thdc  tap  tai  ndi 
lam  viec.  Hpc  vien  sau  dq 
se  tu  hop  trong  mpt  "job 
club"  de^  di  xin  viec  va  gap 
nhau  chia  se  kinh  nghiem  va 
giup^  do  lan  nhau  bang  ngbn 
ngu  me  de  cua  hp. 

To  Chdc  Cambodian  Commu- 
nity da  dat  dude  ket  qua  my 
man  vdi  mpt  "job  club"  cho 
nam  1985.  Cac  tb  chdc  thien 
nguyen  nbi   tren  (Mutual 
Assistance  Association-MAAs ) 
tin  tu'dng  la  cac  cpng  dong 
se  hdbng  ldi  td'  "job  club" 
nay . 

.  ^     '  t' 

Neu  quy'  vi  cd  cau  hoi  nao 

lien  quan  den  dd  ah  nay,  xin 
hay  tiep  xuc  ong  Bounchanh 
Thepkaysone  (Lao  Seri),b 
so' 775-4284,  hay  Dean  Leng 
va  Sophie  Karet  (Cambodian 
Community)  441-2111  hay  ong 
Lien  Ha  (Vietnamese  Educa- 
tors) d  so'  771-4347  . 
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Bieu  Tinh  Phan  Doi  Dudi  Nha  Bat  Cong 


Sara  Colm 

Hon  50  ngiidi  da  ho  to 
nhiing  khau  hieu"-Da  dao  chu 
nha..."  bang  tiehg  Anh  cung 
nhd  bang  tiehg  Cam  Bot  khi 
hp  bieu  tinh  triidc^  cua  mpt 
tda  nha  chung  cd  6  355  Eddy 
Street  thang  viia  roi.  Ho 
bleu  tinh  phan  doi  sii  duoi 
nha  ngddi  Dong  Nam  A  vi  ly 
do  d  dong  due  trong  cac 
chung  cd. 

Cuqc  bieu  tinh  songdpng 
nay  dupe  td%  chuc  bdi  Uy  Ban 
Gia  Cii  cua  the  North  of 
Market  Planning  Coalition, 
mot  to"  chuc  tung  giup  do' 
ca'c  ngubi  thue  nha  to  chdc 
thanh  hoi  floan  dau  tranh  ve 
cac  van  de  gia  cd. 

Ong  chu  nha  Boschetti  bat 
dau  duoi  boh  gia  dihh  vi 
ly  do  dong  ngUoi  thcing  Chap 
vua  roi.  Nhung  ong  lu'at  sd 
cua  cac  ngddi  thue  nha  , 
Randy  Shaw  0* Housing  Clinic, 
cho  rang  viec  duoi  nha  tren 
la  bat  hop  phap  vi  dung  de 
tra  thu  sii  tu'ehoi  tra  them 
ti£n  thue  mua  he  viia  roi. 
Ong  Shaw  noi  rang  ong  chu 
nha  Boschetti" biet  la  ba 
gia  dihh  trong  so  do  co 
dong  ngu'di  d  khi  don  vao. 

Ong  Boschetti  cho  bon 
bao  biet  rang  ong  ta  keu 
cac  giam  sat  vien  den  vi 
nhieu  ly  do,  ke  ca  nhdng 
sila  chda  o"  trong  nha.  Ong 
noi  rang  ong  da  tdng  quan 
tarn  den  van  de  dong  ngddi 
nhiing  da   "co  gang   lich  sii, 
tim  each  giai  quyet  mot 
ca'ch  em  dep  hdn." 

Ong  Ly  Khoun,  mot  trong 
nhdng  ngu'di  bi  duoi  nha 
noi  rang  ong  khong  hieli  tai 


sao  chi'  co  bon  gia  dinh  bi 
duoi  trong  so  hdn  20  phong 
~6eu  dong  ngu'di.  Ong  dat 
cau  chat  van,  "(3  nu'dc  My 
nay,  khong  le  co  ba  ngu'di 
cudp  nha  bangma  mot  ngubi 
bi  trune  Dhat  thoi  sao?" 

Co  dieu  buon  eddi  la" 
ngay  chihh  trong  ddn  vi 
cua  ong  giam  doc  chung  cif 
lam  viejc  cho  Boschetti  co 
den  nam  ngu'di  d,  trai  vdi 
luat  le  cua  thi  xa. 

Ba  -Do  Thd  td  Trung  Tarn 
Thanh  Nien  Viet  Nam  ,  6ng 


Wayne  Luk  td  Trung  Tarn  Binh 
Cii  Dong  Nam  A  va  ong  Dean 
Leng  td" the  Cambodian 
Community  Center  "deu  co 
phat  bieu  su  ho  trd  cua  ho 
cho  cac  ngu'di  thue  nha. 

Ong  Leng  noi,  "Paul 
Boschetti  lam  gi3u  bang 
each  cho  thue  nha  cho  ngiidi 
ty  nan  vdi  gia  re.  Nay  thi 
ong  ta  muon  vat  them  tien 
ldi  khi  ma  tri  gia  cacchung 
cd  len  cao.  Chung  ta  phai 
doan  ket  de  chohg  lai  cac 
chu  nha  bat  cong." 


Sau  buoi  bieu  tinh,  ong 
Boschetti  da  noi  vdi  bon  bao 
rang  ong  ta  se  khong  duoi 
nha  niia  neu  cac  ngiidi  thue 
nha  "chiu  hdp^tac  bang  ca'ch 
don  deh  d  nhung  chung  cii 
kha'c."    Cho  deh  khi  bao  len 
khuon,  ngutti  thue  nha  van 
chifa  co  quyet  dinh  gi  ve  de 
nghi  nay.  Ong  Sokchea  Tea 
thupc  NOMPC  noi  rang,  "Ho 
khong  biet  la  co  du  khanang 
de'  trl  tien  thue  cho  phong 
ldh  hdn  nda  khong.  Ho  tranh 
dau  bdi  vi  ho  muon  tiennha 
viia  phai." 


Sap  Hang 


photo:  Greg  Gaar 


Cac  tr^  em  dang  sap  hang  de  tham  du  bi/^i  tiec  li§n  hoan  Gia'ng  Sinh  t6*chu'c  the  Bay  Area  Women's  Resource  Center. 
Neighborhood  children  line  up  to  join  the  festivities  at  the  Bay  Area  Women's  Resource  Center's  Christmas  Party. 


Lam  Viec  d  Tenderloin:  Hai  Khuon  Mat  Cua  Mot  GocOUong 


Nguyen  Htiu  Liem 

Sau  tha'ng  trUdc,  neu  ai 
cd  y  tiidng  md'  mot  tiem  a'n 
ngay  d'gdc  du'dng  Turk  va 
Leavenworth  ngOdi  ta  se  cho 
do  la  mot  tu  tudng  dien  ro. 
Nhung  da  co  ngddi  lam  nhd 
vay.  Anh  Huynh  Trung  Nhi,26 
tuoi,  da  md  nha  hang  Cam  - 
Hdng  ngay  tai  do  va  dang 
buon  ban  lam  an  phat  dat. 

Anh  Nhi  den  Mv  sau  nam 
tru'dc,  dinh  cii  d  Louisiana 
tru'dc  va  lam  nghe  tho  han. 
Anh  noi  la  ngh'e  thd  han  co 
tien  nhdng  anh  khong  thich 
nghe  do'.  Anh  ndi,"Tbi  thich 
cTtidc  lam  chu  chihh  minh  vdi 
cd  sd  kinh  doanh  cua  toi." 
Vdi  y  dinh  do,  anh  deh  San 
Francisco  each  day  nfot  nam 
theo  duoi  giac  mong  cua  anh. 

Anh  Nhi  dera  tat  ca  sotien 
tietkiem  elude  ,  cong  vdi  vai 
sii  giup  dd^cua  gia  dinh, anh 
md  ti^m  a'n  Cam  HUng  tren 
dub'ng  Turk  gan  The  Hospita- 
lity House  thang  sau  viiaqua. 
Anh  noi , "Tenderloin  la  mot 
ndi  tot  de*  cho  nhilng  ngddi 
md'i  bat  d5u  bo  voh  lam  an  vi 
tien  thue  tudng  ddi  d^thd1 
va  nhu  cau  thi"  co'  du  cho  moi 
thu  kinh  doanh." 

Anh  Nhi  lam  hau  net  moi 
viec  d  cua  tiem  tu  lau  san 


nha,  nau  a'n,  tiep  dai  khach 
hang  den  tra  ldi  dien  thoai 
hay  nau  nddc  tra.  Nhung  viec 
khd  nhat  la  lo  giay  td"  vdi 
nhan  vien  nha  nu'dc  —  ma  anh 
cho  la  "nhdc  dau",  mot  phan 
vi  Anh  Van  cua  anh  cung  con 
hdi  yeu. 

CUa  tiem  cua  anh  lam  an 
tubng  doi  kha  quan  trongsau 
tha'ng  dau.  Anh  noi,  "Khu 
Tenderloin  nay  cang  ngay 
cang  kha  ra."  Anh  da  biet 
dieu  nay  vi  anh  lam  viec  6 
do  hang  ngay  td  sang  sdmden 
chieu  toi.  "Du'dng  nhd  he*  toi 
md  mat  ra  la  deh  day  de  lam 
viec,"  anh  noi. 

Trai  ngiidc  vdi  cong  viec 
cua  anh  Nhi  la  phai  ddntiep 
khach  hang  toi  ngay,  co  ng 
chac  cung  nghi  rang  lamngKe 
gac  cong  cua  mot  nha  dauxe 
d  Yellow  Cab  Garage  chacla 
budh  te  va  cha"n  lSm.  Nhdng 
anh  Jim  Childers,  lam  6  day 
ba  nam  roi, thi  chuyen  do 
cung  khong  dung  cho  lam. 

Cong  viec  cua  anh  Child- 
ers khong  phai  chi  co  thu 
tien  dau  xe  ma  thoi  dau. Anh 
noi,"Tbi  la  mot  hu'dhg  d^h 
vien  niia.   Khi  cac  ngiidi  d 
xa  deh  muoh  h6i  3Udng  3i,hp 
hoi  toi."  Anh  cung  ndi  them 
la  anh  quen  nhieu  ngddi  6 
dovi,  theo  anh,  "mot  so  rat 


la  co  ddn,  muoh  tim  ngudi  de 
noi  chuyen."  Thihh  thoang 
co  nguoi  den  xin  thuoc  la' 
va  mb*"  3au  cau  chuyen. 

Anh  Childers  lam  viec  nay 
ban  thdi  gian  ngoai  congviec 
chihh  cha  anh  la  mot  nhan 
vien  ha'nh  cha'nh  d  nha  in  bac 
dv  tren  dutmg  Market.  Anh  ndi 
"Toi  phai  di  lam  them  mdi  du 
song  vi  vat  gia  d  San  Fran- 
cisco "dat  do  qua,  nhat  la 
tien  thue  nha." 

Du  cong  viec  anh  lam  co 
ve  nhan  ha,  nhiing  cToi  khi 
moi  chuyen  cung  co  luc  khong 
yen.  Anh  bi  ciidp  6l dd  deh 
ba  lan,  cd  lah  bi  do.a  b6i 
dao  g^m.  Nhiing  anh  ta  noi 
la  khong  sd  gi  may  vi"  vung 
quanh  do  luc  nay  kha  hdn 
tru'dc  kia  nhieu,  d5c  biet 
nhat  la\  theo  anh,  "khong 
con  chuyen  sung  no*  Ion  xpn 
vi  buon  ban  ma  tuy  nhu  trUdc 
nda." 

Cai  ma  anh  Childers  khong 
hai  long  nhat  la"  trd^ngai 
ngbn  ngO  giiia  kh^ch  hang  va^ 
anh  ta^  Theo  anh  thi  gan  nda 
so  ngddi  deh^dau  xe  d  do 
thi  ngon  ngu  chihh  khong 
phai  la  Anh  van.  Mot  thd 
khac  la"  s"o  ngu\3i  dau  xe 
mudh  quyt  tien.  "Miy  ngiidi 
d"d  dUa  ra  du  ly  do  de  khbi 
tra  tien;"  anh  ta  than. 


Cung  lam  vdi  anh 

Childers  la  anh  Hans  Hanson 
Anh  Hanson  lam  viec  casa'ng 
tu  5  gid  sa'ng  deh  2  gid 
chieu.  Anh  cho  rang  phan 
khd  nhat  cua  cong  viec  la 
phai  yeu  cau  may  ngddi  vo 
gia  cd  phai  di  ra  khoi 
garage  sau  khi  ngu  dem  6  do. 
Anh  ta  ndi,  "fidi  khi  toi 
phai  doi  cho  sa'ng  ngay  ra 
toi  mdi  yeu  cau  ho  di.  Toi 
thay  toi  nhiep  cho  hp  lam." 

Ca  hai  anh  Hanson  va 
Childers  "deu  dong  y  la  moi 
thd  deu  da  thay  dbi  nhieu  d 
Tenderloin.  Anh  Childers 
ndi,  "Ngu'di  ta  khong  them 
xin  quarters  nCia  ma  muoh  f 
du^c  giay  dollars  kia."  Ca 
hai  anh  cung  cu^di. 

Trong  luc  do  cd  chang 
thanh  nien  dem  deh  mot  hop 
dd~  sua  xe  mdi  mua.  Anh  Han 
son  tu"  chbi  xong  roi  ndi, 
"Thay  toi  ndi  gi  chifa?  N£u 
ai  lam  viec  d  day  cung  se 
chutig  kieh  du  moi  chuyen 
ma  ngddi  ta  cd  the  ke*ra." 


Anh  Childers  thi  chogdc 
difdng  Turk  va  Leavenworth 
nhd  la"  mot  boi  canh  cua  mot 
vd' kich  xa  hoi. Anh  noi, 
"Neu  toi  cd  cai  may  chup 
hinh,  toi  cd  the  chup  du 
moi  ca^nji  ma  ngudi  ta  cd 
the  tudng  tiidng  dlfdc." 
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